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avoregated community. It is still an association 


if e€ uals. 

. Is Oregon to come in as a sister in this Repub- 
‘2 She fancies herself capable of sustaining a 
ate government. We see, by clear, moral evi- 
jence, satisfactory to any one who will investi- 
sate the subject, that she has at this time about 
s -hty thousand inhabitants. We sec a train of 
circumstances directing population to that Terri- 
tory. We have a reasonable ground of expecta- 
tion that even before next December there will 
he more than one hundred thousand people there. 
Why, then, should Oregon be kept out of the 
Union? By the admission of her as a State, we 
save the Federal Government from all the ex- 
nenses of maintaining her territorial organization. 
ifshe is willing to take upon herself the organic 
form of a State, and bear the burdens of a State, 
why not allow her to do so? Consider her great 
distance from you, and the uncertainty of com- 
munication. Is it to be a mere dependency of the 
Federal Government? Must it always look to the 
Federal head, and that Federal head more than 
twenty-five hundred miles distant? That ought 
to be one reason why we should relax a rule, even 
if we had a rule, in favor of Oregon, when she 
esteems herself able to take care of herself, of 
ability enough to sustain a separate State organi- 
zation. Her relations to the rest of the world will 
all be conducted by the Federal Government. All 
external relations, in peace and in war, in the 
making of treaties, in the defense of her coast, 
will remain as they are; but in the internal ad- 
ministration of her own municipal affairs, why 
not take off the coercive restraint ofa distant Fed- 
eral power, and permit her to set up for herself, 
when we see the circumstances under which she 
presents herself? 

[believe it to be good policy for the Federal 
Government, and I believe it will be to the advant- 
age and development, and growth and increase 
of Oreyon as a State. 
they do notexert themselves. It is aconstant tax 
onthe Federal Government to pay for governors, 
legislative councils, legislative assemblies, courts 
of justice, grand juries, and prosecuting attor- 
neys. Why not save ourselves from all that ex- 
pense, When we know it does not endanger the 
existence of the State to acknowledge her inde- 
pendence? She is not to be brought in collision 
witha foreign Government. She is only to be set 
up as an independent sovereignty within the lim- 
its prescribed by the Constitution of the United 
States, having all original power, except that 
which is given to the Federal Government by the 
Federal Constitution. In the administration of 
her municipal affairs she will be free and inde- 
pendent. The coercive power of the Federal Gov- 
ernment will be removed; her dependence on the 
Federal Government will be taken away. The 
expense which she has been to this Government 
will be also saved. 

Why then shall we not admit her? I see no 
reason for it; and I intend not to go into the sub- 
ject of free negroes or slaves. The people of 
Uregon have chosen to act for themselves. I rec- 
ognize their right to act for themselves. 
acitizen there, I might vote in a certain way; but 
[have no right to tell you, Mr. President, how I 
would vote, because it is not a legitimate matter 
to influence the Senate, and.I have no right to 
utter a single thought in the Senate to influence 
the country which I have no right to present to 
influence the Senate. Thisis no place for the pro- 
mulgation of mere abstract opinions. 
for the discussion and elucidation of matters on 
which we have a right to vote, and no others. 

Mr. BROWN. 
Vote against the admission of this State, because, 
our Republican friends desire to exclude a free 
State from the Union, it does not seem to me that 
» Tepresenting a different interest politically, 
should interest myself particularly to get in such 
aSiate. If they asked for the admission or Ore- 
gon asa free State, I probably should waive minor 
points, and go for the bill. If they putit distinctly 
on the ground that Kansas had been admitted as 
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. . : | 
a slave State, and that now justice and propriety | 


require Oregon, under similar circumstances, to 
come in asa free State, I could waive all minor 
considerations, and take her in; but if they resist 
it, I rather think I shall go with them. It is no 
business of mine to be multiplying free States; 
they are against my interest, and against the sec- 
tion of country from which I come. 

But, sir, there is a pointin this debate that I 


| another free State. 


ae..: 
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I am not going to beg you to 
take another free State. If you ask it, and ask 


|| it genteelly and cleverly, I think we shall let you 


do not exactly understand. Senators on the other | 
side seem to be quite satisfied that Oregon has ex- | 
cluded slavery, but they go a step further, and 


object that she has excluded free negroes. It looks | 
to me as if gentlemen from the free States are get- | 


ting exceedingly“anxious to multiply their free 
negro population. IJ thought there was some op- 
| position in most of the free States to an increase 
| of this kind of population. If there isa change of 
| policy in that respect, 1 meet it half way. 


We | 


have it; but we will not beg you to take it. 
Mr. HALE. I suppose we can hardly get a 


| Vote to-night; and as the usual hour hour for ad- 


journment has arrived, I move that the Senate 


adjourn. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

Mr.HALE. Ido notintend to occupy a great 
deal of time; but some things have been said, in 
the course of this debate, that seem to me to re- 
quire an answer. I wish to throw out, in the first 
place, for the consideration of gentlemen, a sug- 
gestion in relation to an article in our treaty with 


China. We treat China as a civilized nation, and 


have a large number of free negroes in my State || 
of which we should be very glad to get clear, and |} 42 4 nc . 

| of America, on the one part, and the Tsa-ting empire on 
| the other, and between their people respectively, without 


if it be really true that gentlemen from northern 
States want them quartered off on the free States 
of the Union, upon the young ones, and of course 
upon the old ones, then I shall urge a proposition 
to send all ours to Massachusetts and New York. 
{Laughter.] We have some four thousand or five 
thousand, perhaps as many as eight thousand in 
Mississippi. We will divide them between New 


York and Massachusetts, and my good-natured | 


friend before me [Mr. Wixson] can take charge 
of his part, and the Senator from New York [Mr. 


Sewarp] can take charge of his part. Heretofore | 


I have always understood that gentlemen irom | 


| the northern States were opposed to receiving this 
class of population. I have always known that 
| they were anxious to make negroes free, and when 
they were free, I have understood they were very 
anxious to get clear of them. {Laughter.] I have 
| known thata northern man would rise late at night 
and burn his last candle—I do not mean the whole 
northern people, but a large portion of them—to 
make a light by which he could see his way clear 
| to pilfer somebody’s negro; but if you send him 

one perfectly free, born so, he would turn him 
| loose, and have nothing to do with him. 
| gentleman in my State, a member of our Legisla- 

ture, suggested the idea when they were talking 


of getting clear of our negro population. He said: | 


to the Kentucky shore above Louisville, advertise 
them for sale, and the Abolitionists from Ohio will 
come and steal them; but if you send them over 
without shackles they will not have them on any 
/account.’? [Laughter.] 

Whata mockery is all this sympathy with the 
negro, with his hard estate, with having him a free- 
/ man equal to the white man, and yet northern 

gentlemen will no more allow him to go into their 
| States than they would allow a pestilence to come 

in if they could prevent it! They are willing to 

force them off on somebody else—to force Oregon 
| to take them. I appeal to the Senator from Mas- 
| sachusetts, now, are you willing to have the free 
negroes of the South quartered off on Massachu- 
setts? I may ask that question of the Senator 
from New Hampshire, (Mr. Have,]} who is about 
to speak. I see it working in him, and he will get 
it out directly. [Laughter.] I ask him whether 
he would be willing to see all the free negroes of 
Mississippi and Louisiana quartered off on New 
Hampshire? I dare say he will answer, with his 
usual frankness, that he would not. Where then 
are they to stay? You insist on sending them to 
Oregon, forcing them on another people against 


‘**T will tell you exactly how it can be done; take | 
them two and two, handcuff them, take them up | 


their will, but you are not willing to. take them | 


yourselves. We are willing to keep our part of 
them until they choose to go somewhere else vol- 

_untarily, and when they go, we insist that they 
shall have the right to go. 

I say again, I rather think I shall vote against 
the bill; but if gentlemen on the other side will 
say that they are willing to take Oregon as a free 

| State, and make no opposition to it, ldo notknow 
| but that I may get over my little scruples, and 
| vote for it; but f am not going to force on myself 


ir 


Anold || 





one with whom we hold diplomatic intercourse ; 
and, by the first article of the treaty with that 
Empire, it is provided that— 

**'There shall be a perfect, permanent, universal peace, 
and sincere and cordial amity, between the United States 


exception of persons or places.’ 


It may be a matter of consideration to know 
how the treaty obligations created by that treaty 
consist with the eighth section of the fifteenth ar- 
ticle of the constitution presented to us from Or- 


| egon; which is, that— 





| to this. 


** No Chinaman not a resident of this State at the time of 
the adoption of this constitution, shall ever hold any real 
estate Or mining claim, or work any mining claim therein.’’ 

Is that provision against the whole people of 
China consistent with the first article of our treaty, 
which declares that there shall be a permanent 


| universal peace and sincere and cordial amity be- 


tween the two nations, and between all the people 
thereof, without exception of persons or places; 


| meaning that it shall be so between all persons 


and all places of the two countries? But I shall 
not dwelluponthat. This constitution contains 
another article which provides that *‘ no free ne- 
gro or mulatto, not residing in this State at the 
time of the adoption of this constitution, shall 


| ever come, reside, or be within this State, or hold 


any real estate, or make any contract or maintain 
anysuittherein.’’ I disagree entirely with agood 
many of the suggestions thrown out by the hon- 
orable Senator from Virginia, and I suppose he 
expected that I would. ‘In regard to the State 
which I have the honor to represent here, I desire 
to correct one historical error that I have heard 


| made on this floor I do not know but a thousand 


times. I allude to the assertion that, at the time 
of the adoption of the Federal Constitution, ne- 

ro slavery existed legally in every State in this 
Weise except one, and that one Massachusetts. 
Sir, the State which I have the honor to repre- 
sent, so far as I believe and am informed, never 
by law recognized the state of slavery within its 


limits. Itis very certain that as early as Janu- 
ary, 1775, eighteen months before the Declaration 


of Independence, and six months before the bat- 


| Ue of Bunker Hill, the State of New Hampshire 


adopted a constitution under the operation of 
which slavery could not exist. 

I recollect, on one occasion, that an honerable 
Senator from Virginia, on the occasion of a visit 
made by Mr. Fillmore to that State, claimed for 
Virginia the credit of having been the first of the 
old thirteen States to form a written constitution. 
I have also heard the same honor claimed for the 
State represented by the honorable Senator from 
South Carolina. But, sir, as a matter of fact, the 
first State on this continent that ever formed a 
written constitution was the State of New Hamp- 
shire. She formed it as early as January, 1775, 
and it has been very little altered from that time 
We lived under it all through the revo- 
lutionary war. We madea slight amendment in 
179!, and that is all the amendment we made to 
it, with the solitary exception of the removal of 
a property qualification on office-holders. Since 
the adoption of our constitution on the 20th of 
January, 1775, there has been no difference rec- 
ognized in New Hampshire in regard to the rights 
of citizens between Africans and white persons. 
A year and a half before the Declaration of Inde- 
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endence, New Hampshire, by her constitution, | a verdict against them. Wherever there wasa 
nd Abolished negro slavery; whereas the consti- | 


tution of Massachusetts, which abolished it, was 
not adopted until 1780. 

Mr. EVANS. Theconstitution of South Car- 
olina was adopted in January, 1776. 

Mr. HALE. The constitution of South Car- 
olina was a year afterwards; and I want to put 
that point right, because, although it is nota mat- 
ter of much consequence, I have heard it stated 
certainly a thousand times on this floor that all 
the States, with the exception of Massachusetts, 
tolerated negro slavery atthe time of the adoption 
of the Federal Constitution; whereas it was form- 
ally abolished, by constitution, in New Hamp- 
shire five years before it was abolished in Massa- 
chusetts, by the adoption of the constitution of 
1780, and from that time to the present there has 
never been any difference in the rights of people 
in New Hampshire on account of race. 

Mr. MASON. I wish to inquire of the Senator 
in regard to a historical fact. 
to say that the present constitution of the State 
of New Hampshire, which was adopted by that 
State in 1775, has been very little modified. 

Mr. HALE. Yes, sir. 

Mr. MASON. Iam not, of course, conversant 


| understood him | 


with the early history of the State which that | 


Senator represents; but did that constitution de- 
clare the colony of New Hampshire independent 
of the mother country ? 

Mr. HALE. Just exactly in the same way 
that the constitutions of Virginia and South Car- 
olina did. It contained a preamble that, during 
the existence of the present unhappy difficulties 
between the United Colonies and the Crown, this 
constitution was established. The same provis- 
ion was contained in the constitution of South 
Carolina, and I think the same in Virginia. 

Mr. MASON. Lobserve,in looking in a book 
which happens to be at hand, thatit was not until 
June, 1776, that New Hampshire declared her- 
self independent of Massachusetts, and I was not 
aware that previous to that time she had declared 
herself independent of Great Britain. 

Mr. HALE. I think the Senator will find him- 
sclf mistaken in regard to the fact of her declaring 
herself independent of Massachusetts. ‘The Sen- 
ator 1s altogether mistaken. Ido not know what 
book he has got, but it is apocryphal, anyhow. 

Mr. MASON. Itis a book published in New 
York. 

Mr. HALE, It is ceriainly a mistake, and I 
am right; there is no doubt about that, sir, what- 
ever the book says. [Laughter.] In January, 
1775, New Hampshire formed a constitution and 
established a government independent of the 
Crown of Great Britain. Our people lived under 
it, without any essential modification, until 1790 
or 1791, and after the War was over there was a 
slight amendment made, and one slight amend- 
ment since, By that constitution, slavery was 
rendered impossible in New Hampshire, and al- 
ways was from the adoption of that constitution. 
The only difference that has ever been recognized 
by our laws is, that colored men have not been 
required to perform military service. 

‘The honorable Senator from Mississippi wanted 
to know if [ would like to have all the negroes of 
Mississippi and Louisiana sent to New Hamp- 
shire. tell you what it is, sir, it is a poor soil 
and a hard climate, and I do not think it would 


be healthy for them, but very unhealthy. So far | 
as we have a colored population there—and they | 


are very few, less even than in Massachusetts— 
my intercourse with them has not taught me to 
believe that they are vicious and depraved beyond 


people of the same condition of the other com- | 


plexion; but the contrary, that they are industri- 
ous, patient, exhibiting very many amiable and 
excellent traits of character. 

I am going to say this for the colored people, 
not of my own State, but of the city of Boston: 


that one of the proudest monuments that I have | 


of my past history, humble as it is, is a testimo- 
nial presented to me, since I have been a member 
of the Senate, by the colored citizens of the city 


of Boston, for standing up against the a. 


which 


law. I was called upon, as a humble member 
of my profession, to defend them. 


the General Government undertook to | 
practice upon them in enforcing the fugitive slave || 


| believe it was the Senator from Missouri who | 


| form. 


verdict, we gotit. The colored citizens of Bos- 
ton, of their own accord, without any knowledge 


or suggestion of mine, or any of my friends, came | 


forward and presented to mea set of eight vol- 
umes of the Pictorial History of England, as a 
testimony of the fidelity and zeal with which I 
had spoken for those who could not speak for 
themselves. I shall leave it to those who inherit 


my name as one of the proudest of the inherit- | 


ances which I can give them; and God knows they 
are small enough anyhow. 

Another one that I have also received, and I 
will speak of it in that connection, has been from 
the sailors for helping to abdlish flogging in the 
Navy. I have stood, sir, in the humble sphere 
in which Providence and my constituents have 
called on me to stand, as the foe of oppression 
against any class or any complexion, black or 
white. I stood against the oppression that was 
practiced upon the sailor; and when you under- 


took, by an unjust and an unconstitutional act | 


to oppress and disfranchise the officer, I was op- 
posed to that. I was opposed to oppressing the 
common sailor, or the officer who wore the epau- 
lets, or the negro who performed the menial ser- 
vice. It is because this constitution says the free 
negro shall not havea right to go into Oregon, 
or to work or maintain a suit there, that | am 
opposed to it. 

I believe just exactly what the Senator from 
Massachusetts believes; and Lam going to mani- 
fest my belief, not by sitting still and not voting, 
but by voting against this constitution. Idonot 
care when a State comes here, what it calls itself, 
whether it calls itself a free State ora slave State. 
If it comes with a constitution that is essentially 
unjust in its features and provisions, you cannot 
blind my eye to that injustice because it comes 
here perpetrated under the forms of a free State. 
No, sir, | should as lief have a State come and 
call itself a slave State as call itself a free State, 
if it has in its constitution provisions in relation 
to this unfortunate class that my judgment can- 
not approve. 

Sir, we are asked if we want these men amongst 


us. Iam not going toanswer that question; but | 
I will say this: Providence has placed them here; | 


they are a part of us; they are a part of our peo- 
ple; and they are here on God Almighty’s earth, 
which He made for His children to dwell upon, 


of every race and every nation; and I do not be- | 


lieve that itis morally or politically right for us 
to say that these people, whom the providence of 


God, or our own avarice, or the avarice of our || 


own ancestors, has brought here, shall be sub- 
jected to perpetual disabilities. 
co into Oregon, and if we may shut them out there, 


why may not every other State make the same | 
provision, until you will not leave them a resting- | 


place on the foot of this green earth, which was 
made for man? I will not consent to it. Sir, I will 


not take Oregon now, next winter, or at any time | 
this side of eternity, as long as she incorporates | 
into her constitution a provision that a black man | 


shall not go there, shall have no rights there, and 
shall maintain no suit there. 


Iam not going to assail any slave State, or I | 


believe it is more agreeable to some gentlemen to 
call them slaveholding States. I would just as 
soon call them slaveholding States instead of slave 
States, only that it is a large word, and takes 
longer to speak it. 
difference, in my mind. It is not invidious. I 


made that suggestion. Lam not going to find fault 
with them if, intrenched behind their constitu- 
tional rights, they exclude free negroes from their 
midst. Let them do it. As long as their consti- 
tutions are not within my reach, I will not com- 
plain. But, sir, this is within our reach. Gen- 
tlemen say a constitution must be republican in 
Well, what is republican? What does it 
mean ? 

L ask if a republic, or a republican form of gov- 
ernment, is one that makes fundamental distinc- 
tions between races? 


republic, or, to use that good old word of Oliver 


Cromwell’s time, can it be said to be a Common- 
wealth, which I believe is the literal and fair 


_ translation of that old Latin noun Respublica? It 


I did it to the | is not republican, as I understand the word; it is 


best of my ability; and whatever thatability may || not a republican constitution, which a. out 


be, f will tell you this: the Government never got | this man and that man, and says you s 


1all never 


If they may not | 


[Laughter.] That is all the | 


Can that be said to be a/| 
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come upon the soil; no matter what ageress;, 
may be committed against your person, your n 

utation, your liberty, you shall have no y, dre c 
in our courts, and you shall have no place, so far 
as our voice and our jurisdiction can extend. 
_ rest your foot on this whole broad earth, '[; 
| is what they say, and that is the right the ; 
If they can get it they may have it, but t 

never get it by my vote. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I desire to make an inquiry 

of the Senator from Virginia before I vote. He 
| said that there had been some new evidences os 
| advance in this matter, and he referred us to alaw 
| which had been recently passed by the Ls visla- 
| ture of Virginia, which provided that no free yo. 
| groes, who had been emancipated since 1806 
| should be allowed to remain in Virginia. Wy, 

that it? I understood the Senator to say that tha: 
| was an evidence of the enlightenment of this ao: 

an evidence of a great moral, intellectual, and 
|| clal advance. 

Mr. MASON. [did not say it was an evidencp 
of any advance at all on the part of the State of 
| Virginia, but that it was evidence of the nec, ssity 

in which she found herself placed; that the two 
| classes of the African race could notexist togethe, 
as bond and free. I stated that by the law of 
Virginia, passed I do not recollect when, but afer 
1806, it is provided that all negroes emancipated 
after 1806, should leave the State. I did not allude 
to it as an evidence of any intellectual or soejq| 
advancement, but as evidence of the necessity of 
| her condition, that ifher people would emancipate 
| negroes they must not stay there. 

Mr. SIMMONS. AsTI understood the argy- 
| ment the Senator was using, that fact, together 

with the fact that the free States were unwilling 
to take these blacks, to show that there had been 
| some new light on this subject of recent date, | 
| may have misunderstood the Senator. 

Mr. MASON. The Senator did not exactly 
| understand the scope of my suggestion. It was 
, this: that the negro race being on this continent, 
and to far the greatest extent in bondage, the ex- 
perience of the slaveholding States had shown 
that they could not exist in the same community 
as bond and free; and now the experience of the 
| free States has shown that they cannot have free 
|| negroes among them; and what seemed to me to 
be the result of that experience was that the ne- 
groes themselves were realizing their true social 
condition and were applying for legislation. [ 
|| stated that legislation had been obtained in my 
own State, and | perceived recently in the State 
of Texas, by which frec negroes were permitted 
'| to choose masters and go back voluntarily to sla- 
very. I expressed the hope—though, perhaps, it 
was a little utopian—that by the action of the 
friends of the negroes in the free States, the result 
|| would be to make them all slaves. 
|| Mr. SIMMONS. Well, sir 
|| Mr. DOUGLAS. I wish to suggest to the Sen- 
| ator from Rhode Island, that as the hour is late, 
unless he proposes to finish to-night, I shall move 
an adjournment. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I am perfectly willing to 
yield to a motion to adjourn; but I thought, per- 
foaaie it was desired to take the vote. 
|| Mr. DOUGLAS. 
vote now. 
|| Mr. SIMMONS. I wish to ask a few more 
|| questions before the vote is taken, but if there !s 
| any desire on the part of the Senate for an ad- 
| journment, I have no objection. 

On motion of Mr. DOUGLAS, the Senate 
|| adjourned. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, May 5, 1858. 
The House met at eleven o’clock, a.m. Prayer 
oe J. A. Harrowp. 


1e Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
LIGHT-HOUSE APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. COMINS. I ask the unanimous consent 
| of the Hlouse to report from the Committee 0m 
Sommerce the annual light-house appropriatio" 
bill, in order that it may be referred to the Com- 
| mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
| and be printed. 

There being no objection, a bill making appro 
|| priations for light-houses, light-boats, buoys, &¢.» 
|| and providing for the erection and establishme 
| of the same, and for other purposes, was read 
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st and second time, referred to the Committee 
* she Whole on the state of the Union, and or- 
od to be printed. 
“Mr. WALBRIDGE. I call for the regular or- 
1, of business. 
“The SPEAKER. Reports are in order from | 
io Committee on Foreign Affairs. 
“Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I submit that | 
» regular order of business is the consideration 
“> he Minnesota bill, and the motion to recom- 
wt, That is the unfinished business. | 
“Mr. CLINGMAN. I take it that that can | 
arly come up in the morning hour. It is nota | 
report of a committee, 
Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. If it is the gen- 
oral desire of the House to devote an hour to the 
,| of committees for reports, I have no objection 
that course being pursued. 
Mr. CLINGMAN. 1 thank the gentleman | 
fom Georgia. ‘This is the last day on which the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs can report under 


1 ’ 

‘Mr.J.GLANCY JONES. Before general con- 
opt is given, I desire to know precisely what the 
pro} osition 1s. 

‘The SPEAKER. It is that the committees be 
ied for one hour for reports. Is there objec- 


1 No objection was made. 
SCHOOL FUND IN NEBRASKA. 


Mr. FERGUSON, by unanimous consent, and 
in pursuance of previous notice, introduced a bill 
io protect the land fund, for school purposes, in | 
Sarpy county, Nebraska Territory; which was 

da first and second time, and referred to the | 
Committee on Public Lands. 

FRANCISCO LOPEZ URRIZA. 

Mr. RITCHIE. I made a report yesterday 
from the Committee on Foreign Affairs, adverse 
to the claim of Francisco Lopez Urriza; and | 

wask that the papers in that case be withdrawn 
from the files of the House, and that they be re- 
ferred to the Court of Claims. I think itis a 
proper case for the action of that court. 
- Itwas ordered accordingly. | 

Mr. CLEMENS. I ask the gentleman from 
North Carolina to yield to me a moment in order | 
that | may ask leave to withdraw certain papers. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. 1 object to every- | 
thing that is not in the regular order. 

FRENCH SPOLIATION BILL. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I take the floor, then, to | 
submit a report from the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs on French spoliations. The bill which I 
report is a copy of the bill which was vetoed by 
President Pierce. It makes no direct appropria- 
tion, and therefore does not require a committal, 

Mr.SEWARD. I thought the gentleman yes- 
terday got the floor, by consent, to submit some | 
reports from the Committee on Foreign Affairs, | 
and that it was the general understanding he should 
occupy the floor this morning on the Clayton-Bul- | 
wer question. I did not understand that he was 
tocome here and submit other reports this morn- 





ing. 

The SPEAKER. The call of committees for 
reports was suspended yesterday with the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs. 

Mr. BURNETT. I thought it was the under- 
standing that the gentleman from North Carolina 
would oceupy the floor this morning by general 
consent. The regular order I understand to be | 
the Minnesota bill. I thought it was the under- 
standing that the gentleman took the floor by gen- |, 
eral consent. | 

The SPEAKER. The Chair did not so under- | 
siand it. The understanding was, that one hour 
sould be devoted to reports from committees. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Mr. Speaker, as I have 
said, lam instructed by the Commi:tee on For- 
eign Affaars to report a bill to provide for the as- | 
certainment and satisfaction of claims of Ameri- | 
0 citizens for spoliations committed by the | 
French prior to the Ist day of July, 1801; and I 
am also instructed to move that its further con- | 
sideration be postponed for two Weeks from this 
“ay. Gentlemen may prefer its committal to the 
Vommittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
“Tcourse | have no right to give any direction to 
“ue Matter, If any gentleman desires to make that |, 
notion he can do so. 

The bill was read a first and second tim: 


"T 


|| question cuts off the 


Mr. BARKSDALE. This is an important bill, 
and it strikes me that it ought to be referred to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. I make that motion. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I made the motion that 
the report of the committee be postponed to the 
19th day of May, and ordered to be printed; but 
1 withdraw it for the reception of the motion of 
the gentleman from Mississippi. 

Mr. SEWARD. If I have the floor, I move 
that the subject be postponed until the 15th day 
of February next. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. I withdraw my motion 
to refer the bill to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, and move that it be laid 
on the table. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Ifthe gentleman will with- 
draw his motion to lay upon the table, and the 
House disagree to the postponement, I will then 
move myself that the bill be referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. I withdraw the motion 
to lay upon the table, and move that the bill be 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 


Mr. SHORTER. Is an arnendment in order 


| to the motion of the gentleman from North Caro- 
| lina? 


The SPEAKER. Itis. 

Mr. SHORTER. I move that the bill be post- 
poned to the first Monday in January next. 

Mr. FAULKNER. Does that bill make an 
appropriation of money? If so, | would like to 
know whether, under the rules of the House, it 
should not go to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union? 

The SPEAKER. Neither of the motions now 
pending renders it necessary for the Chair to de- 
termine that question. ‘The Chair has not exam- 
ined the bill. The question to postpone may be 
taken without the ssity of a decision of the 
question of order raised by the gentleman from 
Virginia. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. Has the gentleman 
from Mississippi withdrawn the motion to lay 
upon the table? 

Mr. BARKSDALE. 
question. 

Mr. SEWARD. Was my motion to postpone 
to the 10th day of February entertained ? 

The SPEAKER. It was not. The gentleman 
from Mississippi [Mr. Barkspate] had the floor 
at the time. 


Mr. CLINGMAN. 


1eCet 


I call for the previous 


As the call for the previous 
motion to postpone, I ask 
for a division on seconding the call for the pre- 
vious question. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. If the previous question be 
seconded, what will be its effect? 

The SPEAKER. It will cut off the moution to 
postpone. 

Mr. GREENWOOD. 
question ? 

The SPEAKER. The motion to commit. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. I withdraw the call for 
the previous question. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Then let us take the vote 
on the postponement of the subject. If that be 
voted down, then the bill can be referred to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. I renew the call for the pre- 
vious question. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. Does that bring the House 
to a direct vote on the passage of the bill? 

The SPEAKER. It will bring the House toa 
vote on the motion to commit; and, if that be voted 
down, then the question will be on ordering the 
bill to be engrossed, and read a third time. 

Mr. CLINGMAN demanded tellers on second- 
ing the demand for the previous question. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I would like to have 
a question about this bill decided. I believe the 
rule requires that all propositions touching appro- 
priations of money shal! first be considered ina 


W hat will be the next 


Committee of the Whole House. Now, sir, while | 


| this bill may be drawn so as not to make an ap- 
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another. It certainly has direct relation to an ap- 
propriation; and comes, in my opinion, within the 
rule which requires all bills of that character to be 
first considered in Committee of the Whole House. 
If I recollect the rule, it does not say ‘* proposi- 
tions making appropriations,’’ but * sucbinn ap- 
propriations.”’ 

The SPEAKER. The language is, “all pro- 
ceedings touching appropriations of money shall 
first be considered in Committee of the Whole 
House.”’ 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. This certainly does 
touch an ap yropriatioh of money. 

The SPE \ KER. The gentleman from Tennes- 
see has anticipated the question of order. When 
the matter properly arises, the Chair will decide 
the question. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I think now is 
the time, for if that shall be the decision of the 
Chair, the bill must go to the Committee of the 
Whole House. 

The SPEAKER. There is a proposition to 
postpone. It is competent for the House to post- 
pone without the question arising whether the bill 
must be sent to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union or not. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I suggest that we take the 
vote by tellers, on the question whether it shall 
be postponed or not; a if that is not carried we 
will all agree to commit the bill. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. Linsist upon the previous 
question. That, ifsustained, will bring the House 
directly to a vote upon referring to a Committee 
of the Whole House, and that 1s my object. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. I desire to inquire, if the 
previous question is sustained, and the House 
refuses to commit the bill to the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, whether the 
bill would not be put directly upon its passage ? 

The SPEAKER. If the question of order 
raised by the gentleman from Tennessee should 
be decided adversely to the views of that gentle- 
man, it would be. 

Tellers were ordered on seconding the previous 
question; and Messrs. CLtemens and ANDREWs 
were appointed. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. In order that there may be 
a direct vote upon the proposition, I will with- 
draw the demand for the previous question. 

No objection being made, the demand was 
withdrawn. 

The question was first upon the amendment of 
Mr. Suorrer to postpone until the 15th day of 
January next. 

Mr. SHORTER demanded tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Clemens 
and ANDREWs were appointed. 

The House divided; and the tellers reported— 


| ayes 66, noes 60. 


So the amendment was agreed to. 

The motion as amended was then agreed to. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, moved to recon- 
sider the vote by which the postponement was 
agreed to, and also moved to lay the motion to 
reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


E. G. SQUIER. 
Mr. SICKLES, from the Committee on For- 


eign Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of E. 


| George Squier, of New York; which was read a 


first and second time, referred to a Committee of 
the Whole House, and, with the report, ordered 


to be printed. 


propriation directly, it provides, as I understand, || 
for the issuance of five millions of United States || 
bonds; it provides for commissioners at salaries of || 


$3,000, and various persons at other salaries, and 
that certainly touches appropriations of money, 
though it may not directly make an appropria- 
tion; because, if this bill passes, appropriations 
must as naturally follow as one thing can follow 


CENTRAL AMERICA. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I now report the resolu- 
tion which I presented yesterday, but withdrew. 

Mr. WRIGHT, of Georgia. Will the gentle- 
man from North Carolina give way that | may 
offer a substitute ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would inquire of 
the gentleman from North Carolina whether he 
has reported a simple resolution or a joint reso- 
lution? 

Mr. CLINGMAN. They are simply House 
resolutions. 

The SPEAKER. The resolutions will be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved, That inasmuch as the United States can never 
consent that any foreign Power shal! have the right to enter 
our territory with a view of forcibly carrying away any per 
son who may be therein, so it becoines the duty of this Gov- 
ernment to disavow and disclaim all right on its part to enter 
for the same purpose the terntory of any foreign Power or 
State with which we are on terms of amity or friendship 
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Resolved, That officers of the United States have no right 
to use the force ander their command in the territory of any 
foreign State, at the instance of, or for the benefit of, such 
State, unless previously authorized by Congress. 

Resolved, That inasmuch as the views of the President, 
as made known in his message to the two Houses of Con 
grees, are in accordance with these principles, no action is 
pecessary on the part of Congress. 


Mr. RITCHIE. I ask now that my resolution | 


be read, which expresses the sentiments of a por- 
tion of a minority of the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs, and which I submit as a substitute for 
the pending resolution. 

The resolution was read, as follows: 


Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
the thanks of Congress be, and the same are hereby, pre- 
sented to Commodore Hiram Paulding, and through bim to 
the officers, petty officers, seamen, and marines, attached to 
the squadron under his command, for the capture, on the 
eth of December last, at Punta Arenas, of one William 
Walker, and others associated with him, who were engaged 
in carrying Ov against the Government and people of Nica 
ragua an unlawful military enterprise, which was set on foot 
by the said Walker and his associates within the territory 
and in violation of the laws of the United States. 


Mr. BARKSDALE. I send to the Clerk’s 
desk a resolution, asa substitute, which expresses 
the sentiments of another portion of the minority 
of that committee. 

The resolution was read, as follows: 


Resolved, That the conduct of Commodore Paulding, in 
capturing General William Walker and his men at Punta 
Arenas, in Nicaragua, was without the authority of law, 
and meets the condemnation of this House. 


Mr. WRIGHT, of Georgia. I ask now that 
my resolutions be read. 
They were reported, as follows: 


Resolved, That the capture of William Walker on the 
coasts of Nicaragua by Cojnmodore Paulding, was without 
authority of law. 

Resolved, That said capture was within the letter and 
spirit of the instructions of the Department of the Navy, 
ordering one of its officers “to repair with his vessel to 
Chiriqui, where it had reason to believe said expedition 
would rendezvous,” and another to proceed with his vessel 
to Cape Gracios, Honduras, skirting along the coasts, look 
ing in at the mouth of Bluefield inlet, thence to San Juan 
dei Norte, Nicaragua. 

Resolved, That the right of the citizen of the United 
States to expatriate himself and transfer his allegiance to 
other Governments ; to “ emigrate with arms in his hands" 
for the purpose of settling new countries and founding new 
States, is an inherent and sacred right, one uiat ought to be 
inviolate, and ope of which he cannot be constitutionally 
deprived. 

WILLIAM G. MOREHEAD. 


Mr. CLAY, by unanimous consent, from the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs, made an adverse 
report in the case of William G. Morehead; which 


was laid upon the table, and the report ordered to | 


be printed. 
JOHN H. WHEELER. 


Mr. CLAY, by unanimous consent, introduced 
the following resolution; which was read, consid- 
ered, and adopted. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be requested 
to furnish the House of Representatives with copies of the 

apers on file in his Department, in relation to the claim of 

ohn H. Wheeler, kite Minister to Nicaragua, for losses 
charged to have been sustained by him for discounts on drafts 
for his salary, together with the grounds on which the said 
claun was discharged by the Treasury Department. 


ARREST OF WALKER. 
Mr. CLINGMAN. Mr. Speaker, with the in- 


'| But it is argued, in the third place, that Pauld- | 
ing went there for the benefit of Nicaragua. Well, 
sir, upon that point [ have to say that an officer | 


dulgence of the House I will make some explana- | 
tion of the report made from the Committee on | 


Foreign Affairs, on the arrest of General Walker 
by Commodore Paulding. It will be remembered, 
at an early day of this session I offered some res- 
olutions, in the following words : 


* Resolved, That the treaty between the United States | 
and Great Britain, designated as the Clayton Bulwer treaty, | 


being, under the interpretation placed on it by Great Brit- | 


ain, an entire surrender of the nights of this country, and, 
upon the American construction, an entangling alliance 


Without mutaality either in its benefits or restrictions, and | 


having hitherto been productive only of misunderstandings 
and controversies between the two Governments, ought 
therefore to be abrogated. 

* Resolved, That since the aequisition and settlement of 
our territory on the Pacific, certain portions of Central 
America stand to us in a relation similar to that which | 
Louisiana. ‘prior to its acquisition, bore to our territory in 
the Mississippi valley, and, therefore, ought not to be sub- 
ject to the control of any foreign Power that might interfere 
materially with our interests. 

* Resolvod, That inasmuch as the Government of the 
United States has heretofore taken steps to suppress the | 
African slave trade, and is at present subjecting itself toa | 


considerable annual expense to keep up a squadron on the | 
i 


coast of Africa to prevent the same, we feel it to be our duty 
to protest against the trade in white men, commonly called 
the Cooly trade, not only on principles of humanity with 
reference to the subjects of that c, but also because it 


| 


is eminently injurious in its ulumate effects to the coun- | 


tries to which they are transported.”’ 
They indicate the line of policy upon which I 
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expect to speak to-day; but before doing so I de- | 


sire to offer a few words on the subject of this 
Paulding report. 

It takes the ground that he, Commodore Pauld- 
ing, had no authority to arrest General Walker 
in Nicaragua. 
be followed into any jurisdiction, and there has 
been an attempt to bien this case to that. On 
that point, I can refer to a very high authority. 
Mr. Webster, in his letter to Mr. Fox, says: 

** Her Majesty’s Government are pleased, also, to speak of 
those American citizens who took part with persons in Can- 


It has been said that pirates may | 


ada engaged in an insurrection against the British Govern- | 


ment, as * American pirates.’ 
admit the propriety or justice of this designation. If citizens 
of the United States fitted out, or were engaged in fitting 
out, a military expedition from the United States, intended 
to act against the British Government in Canada, they were 
clearly violating the laws of their own country, and expos- 
ing themselves to the just consequences which might be in- 
flicted on them if taken within the British dominions. But, 
notwithstanding this, they were certainly not pirates, nor 
does the undersigned think that it can advance the purpose 
of fairand friendly discussion, or hasten the accommodation 
of national difficulties, so to denominate them. Their of- 
fense, Whatever it was, had no analogy to cases of piracy. 
Supposing all that is alleged against them to be true, they 
were taking a partin what they regarded asa civil war, and 
they were taking a part on the side of the rebels. Surely 
England herself has not regarded persons thus engaged as 
deserving the appellation which her Majesty’s Government 
bestows on these citizens of the United States. 

“Tt is quite notorious that, for the greater part of the last 
two centuries, subjects of the British Crown have been per- 
mitted to engage in foreign wars, both national and civil, 
and in the latter in every stage of their progress ; and yetit 


has not been imagined that England has at any time allowed | 
Indeed, in our own times, not | 


her subjects to turn pirates. 
only have individual subjects of that Crown gone abroad to 
engage in civil wars, but we have seen whole regiments 


The undersigned does not | 





| holding thatisthmusas a satisfaction: by 


_ was my line of policy. I desire to hold that iss) 
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I say, Mr. Speaker—because this has been 
subject of some discussion lately, and I ete 
frank man in politics—that I did press 


am a ve ry 
upon thy 
Sending 
ine, and 


bACTee ine 
to pay to New Granada a sum of perhaps two. 


three millions to boot, for a cession to us. That 


Secretary of State the importance of 
troops there, taking possession of that | 


mus. I also remember very well, that, in thp 
' 


course of that conversation—for I was perhans » 
little ultra and pressing in my remarks—jp rep). 
to a question of the Secretary of State, as to wh,. 
we all thought up here in Congress about hi. 
foreign policy, I did say to him that, in my judo. 
ment, his foreign policy had been irritating aj, 


| weak; that they had quarreled with everybody 
a) 


and maintained nothing. 

But, sir, it is sufficient for my purpose to say 
that the Secretary of State thought that there way 
no authority, and he referred me to the Presid 
I had a conversation with President Pierce on ti, 
pate and he took the same view of it: that, 


| without authority from Congress, the Executiy, 
could not use the troops of the United States jy 


any foreign jurisdiction. I therefore presented 
in the House the following resolution: 


‘ Be it resolved, &c., That for the better protection of th 
persons and property of American citizens, under the Jaw 


| of nations, and as secured by existing treaty stipulations 
| with reference to the thoroughfares or lines of travel b¢ 
| tween the Atlantic and Pacific oceans, the President of \): 


United States be, and is hereby, authorized to employ any 


| part of the land or naval! forces of the country, and to eq) 


openly recruited, embodied, armed nd disciplined, in Eng- || 


land, with the avowed purpose of aiding a rebellion against 
a nation with which England was as peace.’? 

I will remind the House, in addition to that 
strong authority, that when General Felix Hous- 
ton proposed to raise an expedition to help the 


Greeks in their revolution, John Quincy Adams, | 


then President of the United States, Henry Clay, 
then Secretary of State, Daniel Webster, Forsyth, 
and La Fayette, gave him strong letters of recom- 
mendation. La Fayette himself was an illustrious 
example of that kind of oe 


which took place in the House some time ago, 


it was urged that Paulding had a right to follow | 
Walker as acriminal into the jurisdiction of Nic- | 


aragua, and arrest him. This is contrary to the 
law of nations; and if gentlemen will take the 
trouble to look into the extradition treaties which 
have been entered into with Great Britain, with 


| Switzerland, and with other countries, they will | 


find that those countries have recognized no such 
right as this; nor has the right, in any case, been 


conceded, but only the right to make a demand | 


on the executives. The Nicaraguan Minister 


could not have givenany such authority. Itis an || 


authority which can be granted only by the treaty- 
making power. Mr. Dallas could not authorize 
any English captain to come into the United States 
for such a purpose; that could only be done by the 


in charge of the United States forces can only use 
those forces in the service of the United States. 
That proposition, I think, is indisputable. What 


the last House of Representatives thought on that | 
subject, I beg leave to show, by presenting the | 
|; vote upon a resolution of my own. 
I will say to the House, in explanation of the | 


circumstances under which I offered that resolu- 
tion, that immediately after the Panama outbreak 
and the slaughter of our people occurred, I went to 


see the late Secretary of State, Mr. Marcy, and | 
advised at once thata body of troops should be sent | 
I called | 
| Mr. Marcy’s attention to the fact that the United 


down to protect the Panama railroad. 


States had guarantied the safety of the line by a 
treaty which was the supreme law of the land. 
| He admitted such was the treaty, but said that the 


|| Executive could not use the United States forces 


| within a foreign jurisdiction without the authority 
| of Congress. IT reminded him of what had been 
done at Greytown, and he intimated that they had 


| said he, ‘‘ we will do anything we can do from 
ee guns of our ships, but we cannot land troops 
' there.’ 


In the debate | 


probably exceeded the law at Greytown; ‘‘ but,’? | 


for and use any number of volunteers that may be necessary 
to provide for the safety of passengers and others of our ci: 
izens in those localities, and to insure the observance of 
such rights as the Government and citizens of the United 


| States are entitled to enjoy on said transits. 


‘Mr. Jones, of Tennessee. It is a proposition author. 


| izing the President to take possession of Central America. 


{Laughter.] I donot want it here at this time.” 

Mr. Campse t, of Ohio, said that when the res- 
olution came in he should introduce a proposition 
for the annexation of the British Provinces. After 
a little discussion the matter went over till the 
next Monday, and the House adjourned. On the 
following Monday the vote upon the suspension 
of the rules was—yeas 53, nays 74. A large ma- 
jority of Congress were unwilling to allow me 
to introduce a resolution of that sort authorizing 
the President of the United States to use the troops 
to protect the lives of American citizens on that 
line, because in a foreign jurisdiction? Why? 


| Because they feared the President might take pos- 


| session of 
| volve us in war. 


entral America, or annex it, or in- 
Of course, if the President is 
not to be trusted, I suppose gentlemen will not 
trust his subordinates, either officers in the Army 
or Navy, to do the same thing. But the question 
is, whether Paulding had a right to do what he 
did in the absence of any act of Congress. I think 
everybody will agree, upon amoment’s reflection, 
that that is a proposition which is not debatable; 


| and hence, in this report, I maintain that he had 


no authority, under the laws of nations, or under 


| the Constitution and laws of the United States, 


\ | for that act. 
President and Senate, as the treaty-making power. || 


But, Mr. Speaker, suppose the resolution whic! 


| I offered in the last Congress, and which I have 


just read, had been adopted and carried out: whe! 
might have been the effect?) The President might 


| have occupied the Isthmus of Panama, a narrow 
_ neck of territory two or three hundred miles 10 


——== 





| 


extent, which would have been of vast advantaze 
to us, it being that narrow isthmus over whici 
the world may find the best connection between 
the Atlantic and Pacific. Of course, we should 
have done as we did in the case of California; we 
should have allowed some balance to New Grs- 
nada, and paid them whatever amount they wer? 


| willing to take. Gentlemen may smile: but I se 


it stated in the papers that the Attorney Genere! 
of New Giese who controls that country, 's 
actually asking that it shall all be annexed to the 
United States for nothing. 

But, sir, another purpose which I had very 
much at heart, was to open this Nicaragua line. 
Walker, you will recollect, was then in_powe', 
and remained in power about a year. Now,'! 


| we had opened that line, the effect would have 


been that men and supplies could have reached 
William Walker, and kes no doubt that he 
would have sustained himself in that meer He 
was overthrown, it will be remembered, by te 
combined efforts of the Central American States, 
of Commodore Vanderbilt, and of the British in- 
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ce against him, and by all the aid the Sec- 


y of State could give in cutting off supplies; | 


| jltimately the capture of his ships and men 
» Davis, one of our naval officers. 
‘1 say, therefore, that it is very obvious to my 
nd that if my resolution had been adopted and 
veried out, and communication had thus been 
~ ood with him, he would have been sustained, 

| have no doubt he would have established a 

ior system than they now have there. 
" Even now, it would be of vast advantage to this 
oyutty to have that line opened. It has been 
joged for more than two years, and the gentle- 
‘oy from California [Mr. McKinsiy] tells me 
‘nat the State of California loses at leasta million 
oda halfof dollars a year by reason of the stop- 
we of that line. They charge thirty-three per 


ither to go by the Panama route than they | 


h 
would by this line. It has been stated in news- 


»apers—whether correctly or not I do not know | 
. a ode _ : 7} “i " 
at the Panama company is paying $40,000 a | 





month, or $480,000 a year, to keep the Nicaragua 
yeclosed. Well, if they are getting $1,500,000 
by it, they can afford to pay $480,000, and make a 
yery handsome profit out of it, by reason of the 
monopoly they thus enjoy. 

| may say, in this connection, Mr. Speaker, 
that L see that a proclamation was issued in New 
York, on the 994 of April last, by Mr. Yrissarri, 
and a previous dispatch, of December 30, 1857, 
in which he announces that if any citizen of the 
United States goes to Nicaragua or attempts to 
pass through it to California, as we have a right 
to do under ti:e original treaty, he will be treated 


asan enemy, and stopped if he does not go by a | 
certain line, to wit: the Atlantic and Pacific Ship | 


Canal Company. I doubt, sir, if there is anything 
in our treaty regulations to justify that. I hold 
thatit is the right of every American citizen, we 
being at peace with Nicaragua, to go to that coun- 
try in any ship he thinks proper to take. But, if 


this be true, 1 submit to gentlemen upon all sides | 
’ > 


whether a monopoly like this is to be tolerated. 
True, the company is a New York one, but do the 
people of New York themselves wish to be’at their 
mercy? Suppose the British Government were 
to provide that nobody should go to Great Britain 
unless he went there in the Cunard line of steam- 
ers,so as to give them a monopoly and enable 


them to charge enormously high rates: would not 
every New Yorker, and much more the people of | 
Boston, Philadelphia and other cities, complain of | 


such a regulation ? 


I see that in another publication, lately made, | 
itis said that any man who goes to the country | 


without a permit from the Minister, or from his 
consul at New York, will be treated as an enemy. 
I hold, sir, that we have a right to exercise an 
influence upon that country to secure the right of 
way to our Pacific possessions; and I trust that 


the treaty-making power of the United States will || 


not allow any regulation to be made by which we 
are to lose that right. A gentleman [Mr. Bine- 
uam] on my right asks me if there is any dan- 
ger of our losing it. Why, that company claims 
to have the sole right to carry passengers there. 
Suppose they do not carry any, as they have not 
carried them for two years or more. The way is 
blocked up; and I am told, as I have already said, 
that they are getting $40,000 a month to keep it 


stopped for the benefit of the Panama company. | 


That is the allegation. But suppose it is not true. 
I ask the gentleman from Ohio if he, as an Amer- 


ican citizen, is willing to deprive the people of this | 
country of the right to go to California, unless | 


they go in a particular line of ships? Why, there 
are not more than five hundred thousand people in 
that country—mostly Indians and negroes. And 
are we to allow them to block up our way to our 
Pacific possessions, unless we choose to submit to 
an enormous monopoly of that sort? 

I conclude what { have to say about Commo- 
dore Paulding by simply declaring that the effects 
of that act of his have been very unfortunate to us. 
It has been calculated to aid Britisiy interests and 
not American interests in that quarter, and has 
been properly appreciated in England, and at Ha- 
vana, All the letters I see from Central America 
say that, instead of getting credit among the peo- 
ple by that act, we are in, perhaps, worse repu- 
‘ation there than we were previously, because they 
Supposed we were compelled, by Great Britain, 
to arrest Walker. 

This brings me to the consideration of the re- 
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| lations that exist between Great Britain and our- 

selves in regard to Central America, as affected by 
the Clayton-Bulwer treaty. I yesterday moved 
to take up that resolution at one o’clock to-day. 
If it be agreeable to the House, I will just go on 
and say what I have to say about it now; but I 
do not desire to occupy any more of the time of 
the House than is absolutely necessary. I made 
that motion for one o’clock, under the Impression 
that the House did not meet till twelve. 

A Mgmper. What do you propose about the 
Paulding resolutions? 

Mr. CLINGMAN. My motion is to commit 
the resolutions to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, and to have them printed. 
The matter will then be open to discussion. With 
the leave of the House, I will now take up that 
other question, and say what I have to say about 
it 


Mr. SICKLES. I would suggest to the gen- 
tleman to let the present motion stand as itis. I 
desire to present some views, on the part of the 
committee, before it takes that direction. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Well, I hope that gentle- 
man will allow me to go to this other matter. 

Mr. SEWARD. Ido not wish to interfere with 
the gentleman from North Carolina; but my col- 
league [Mr. Waricut] wishes to be heard, and he 
has as much right to the floor as any other mem- 
ber. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. My motion will leave the 
subject in the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, and the gentleman’s colleague, 
and any other member who desires to be heard 
upon it, ean there be heard. 

Mr. SICKLES. Or, if the matter be left as it 
is, the subject will come up in the morning hour 
to-morrow, and the gentleman will have an op- 
portunity to be heard. 

Mr. WRIGHT, of Georgia. 
willing to agree to that. 

Mr. FAULKNER. I desire simply to know 
whether this will affect the morning hour, as far 
as reports of committees are concerned? 

The SPEAKER. In what respect? 
Mr. FAULKNER. I understand that one 


Very well; Iam 


ject. 


|; mitted to go on now, it will interfere with the 


from presenting reports. 

The SPEAKER. 
| ginia willremember thatthe call ofcommittees can- 
Mr. 


CLINGMAN. Other gentlemen will 


| of the morning hour will be consumed. 
Mr. WRIGHT, of Georgia. 
man from New York [Mr. Sickies] desire to be 
| heard this morning? 
Mr. SICKLES. No, sir 
| heard to-morrow morning. 
Mr. LOVEJOY. I object to anything out of 
order. 


Mr. SEWARD. 


ment not consistent with the rules. My colleague 


|| member, on the matter before the House. 
Mr. CLINGMAN. 
| on this subject of Paulding, i will do so; but I do 
not wish to do so. 
Mr. J.GLANCY JONES. I believe that the 
| proposition of the gentleman from North Carolina 
yesterday was, that the subject should be post- 
poned till one o’clock to-day 
| Mr. CLINGMAN. Yes. 
| Mr.J.GLANCY JONES. 
| man from Georgia can make a speech this morn- 
| ing. 
| Mr. CLINGMAN. It will come up in the 


| morning hour to-morrow. 


| Mr. COBB. 
further proposition to interfere with the call of 
/committees for reports. ! want that distinctly 
| understooll now. If Iam out of my seat at any 
| time when such propositions come up, I hope the 





Speaker will bear my objection in mind. I wish || 


to have all the committees regularly called. This 


| matter presented by the gentleman from North | 


Carolina will occupy the morning hour for the 


| balance of the session, if itis to be considered then. | 


| Mr. CLINGMAN. Notatall. 
| TheSPEAKER. The Chair desires to under- 
| stand whether there is any objection on the part 


o’clock to-day was fixed for taking up this sub- | 
I presume that if the gentleman be per- | 


morning hour, so as to prevent the committees | 
The gentleman from Vir- | 
not be resumed until this question is disposed of. | 
speak on it now, if 1 do not; and so the balance | 


Does the gentle- | 


We can both be 

I shall object to any arrange- | 
| has just as much right to be heard as any other || 
IfI must go on and speak | 


Then the gentle- | 


I enter my protest against any | 
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of the House to the gentleman from North Car- 
olina proceeding in his remarks on the report 
which he yesterday submitted, and which was 
postpon d to one o'clock to-day? 

Mr. COBB. What effect will that have on the 
other question? 

The SPEAKER. 
ing. 

Mr. COBB. 
of it to-day. 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. I wish to appeal 
to the gentleman from Alabama to withdraw his 
objection, for this reason: this motion to postpone 
was made yesterday, and I objected to it for the 
same reason that the gentleman from Alabama 
objects now. IL concur with him in wishing to 
have the morning hour every day consumed by 
the call of committees for reports. But the motion 
to postpone was made under the impression that 
the House met at twelve o’clock instead of eleven. 
I think that if the gentleman from Alabama will 
withdraw his objection, and let the gentleman 
from North Carolina proceed now, it will advance 
the business of the House, and promote the ob- 
ject we both have in view. 

Mr. COBB. Very well; I withdraw my objec- 
tion. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I should not consume as 
much time, if allowed to go on now, as [ would 
if | have to wait tll one o’clock, as | am not very 
well, and am somewhat fatigued now. 

Mr. SEWARD. Iam opposed to moving with 
two things at once, and I object, except it be in 


It will come up in the morn- 


Then I object. Let us dispose 


|| order. 


Mr. RITCHIE. I hope my colleague will per- 
mit the subject of Commodore Paulding to be re- 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, and then it can be discussed there 
fully. 

Mr. SEWARD. I understand that the gentle- 
man from North Carolina wishes to be absent for 
some days. I therefore withdraw my objection. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I do not feel very well 
to-day, but in the discharge of my public duty I 
will proceed with my remarks. 

Mr. Speaker, there has been a struggle going 
on between the United States and Great Britain 
for some years, in regard to this Central Amer- 
ican country. It commenced with the acquisi- 
tion of California, and the gold discoveries there 
Before that time Great Britain had been exerting 
her influence without interruption from us; but as 
soon as she saw that the United States, by the 
passing of her citizens to California, would have 
advantages in, and would probably acquire that 
country, she made a proposition to us through 
Sir Henry Bulwer, which our Administration, 
exhibiting, as I hold, great imbecility, adopted. 
I think we were circumvented in it; and it is that 
proposition which I now desire this House to con- 
sider, and which—if gentlemen will examine it— 
I believe every one on this floor will in his con- 
| science pronounce to have been a great blunder. 
|| The ostensible object of the Clayton-Bulwer 
ee was to provide for opening the route to 
California; but unfortunately that part of it has 
not been executed. That would have been advan- 
| tageous. Its great feature, so objectionable, is the 
first article, which provides that neither Great 
| Britain nor the United States shall ever occupy, 
|| colonize, fortify, or assume or exercise, any ju- 
| risdiction over Central America, or any portion 
of it, either directly or indirectly, by any treaty 
with any Power, or by reason of any protecto- 
| rate,&c. Itis an agreement between both Gov- 
|ernments by which neither is ever to take pos- 

session of that country, to the end of alltime. It 

| has been called a Wilmot proviso, but it is vastly 
| more objectionable than the old Wilmot proviso. 
We of the South have thought that a denial of 

| the right to expand was unjust. It was a denial 
by congressional legislation, but a denial which 
our Government, where we were represented, had 
imposed and might remove, and which they did 
remove in fact. But this Clayton-Bulwer treaty 
|| is a Wilmot proviso imposed by a foreign Gov- 
ernment against the growth not only of the South, 
but likewise of the North, and of the whole Uni- 
ted States; declaring that in all time we shall not 
| touch that country and occupy it. Great Britain 
|| herself is a little island, less in extent than sev- 
|| eral States in this Union; yet she has, by con- 
'| quest and fillibustering generally, acquired three 
'!times as much territory as the United States 
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have. Great Britain, which, like that fabled giant 
of old, has its hundred arms out in all directions, 
seizing territory everywhere, because she sees 
that the United States might have the advantage 
in Central America, says to us, ‘hands off!’’ 
und our Government assents to it. Is it not, 
when stated, a monstrous proposition, that the 
limbs of this young, growing, and free Repub- 
lic should be bound by any such treaty through 
all time? Why, Mr. Speaker, suppose we should 
say to Great Britian, we will agree that you and 
we will never take any portion of Asia: Great 
Britain would laugh at us; she would tell us that 
we had no possessions or interest there, and had 
no right to expect her to make any such agrce- 
ment. Suppose we should say to her, * neither 
of us will touch any islands in the Red Sea, and 
especially the island of Perim, which you are now 
fortifying:’’ Great Britain would say, ‘though we 
have no possessions within a thousand miles of 
that island, yet it lies directly between us and our 
poss ssions in the East, and therefore there is no 
mutuality in the proposition, and we will not 
make the treaty.” 

jeing encouraged, however, by her success in 
this Clayton-Bulwer matter, she proposed a sim- 
ilar agreement inrelation to Cuba; but the Amer- 
ican people had been aroused, and understood the 
effect and folly of such a policy, and Mr. Ever- 
ettand Mr. Fillmore declined the proposition. If 
it had been adopted, the next movement would 
have been in reference to Mexico, and our hands 
would have been completely tied bya great Power 
which is constantly acquiring territory inall parts 
ofthe world. Remember, sir, that thisis the effect 
of our own American construction of this treaty. 
By our own interpretation of it our hands will be 
tied for all time. But we have not even the poor 
consolation that she is also bound. After the 
treaty was made, Great Britain said, ‘ by its terms 
we are allowed to hold all we now possess, but 
we will not take any more; and, as you have got 
nothing there, you will take nothing.’’ I need 
not argue against the absurdity of such a prop- 
osition. Suppose A and B are contending fora 
house, and A has possession of four of the five 
rooms in it; but there being one vacant room re- 
maining, he proposes to B that neither of them 
shall occupy any part of that house, or exercise 
any control over it. Itisagreed to; butafter the 
contract has been executed, A says: *‘ 1 am not to 
give up the four rooms I now hold, but I am not 
to take that fifth room, and you are to let it alone 
likewise, and to stay outofdoors.’? What would 
be said of such an arrangement? Now,to show 
that such is the case in the present instance, if 
gentlemen will look at this map, printed by order 
of the Senate two years ago, [here Mr. C. held 
up the map before the House,] they will see that 
this red line shows the Britishclaim. They will 
find that it covers four fifths of the eastern coast 
of Central America. Why, sir, that claim has 
been refuted by argument a hundred times. Mr. 
Buchanan himself argued itably. If gentlemen 
will look at the speech of Senator Sewarp, made 
two years ago, they will find an able argument to 
show that Great Britain had no right whatever to 
hold one foot of that territory. Mr. Sewarp said 
that, sooner than submit to her pretension, we 
ought to have a war with her. But he makes an 
argument, founded on the evils of war, and rec- 
eommends continued negotiation, 

Mr. WRIGHT, of Georgia. Does the gentle- 
man from North Carolina concur in the views of 
Senator Sewarp? 

Mr. CLINGMAN., I will say to the gentleman 
that ** sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof.”’ 
Whether we shall go to war to resist this British 
assumption is a matter for another occasion; but 
1 was showing how perfectly convinced Governor 
SEWARD Was as to the injustice of her claim, to 
resist Which he was willing to go to war. He 
recommends that we should negotiate further—a 
most lame and impotent conclusion; for we have 
been negotiating with her for the last eight years, 
and we have not yet succeeded in getting a settle- 
ment from her. If gentlemen would like to know 
with what rapidity negotiations with her progress, 
let them look back to her negotiations with Spain, 
and they will find that, for two hundred years, 


Spain had been trying to get her out of that coun- | 


try, and was not able to do it with all the treaties 
that could be made. ns 
The truth is, that the British Government has 


| been strengthening itself in these possessions, and 
| has held them for eight years, and she cannot, hon- 
orably, back out from the construction she has 
stood on solong. It was the proposition, how- 
ever, of an Administration which has gone out 
of power, and one which the present feeling of 
England and the present Administration would, 
| perhaps, not originally have indorsed. I think, 
therefore, with President Buchanan, that the true 
| mode of meeting this issue is to abrogate the 
treaty, and to leave negotiation to arise upon it 
| hereafter. 
| But I am met with thisidea by gentlemen. The 
resolution reported by the committee is a declar- 
ation against both the British and American con- 


struction of the treaty, and recommends that the | 
3ut some | 
gentlemen say that the President and Senate are | 


President take steps for its abrogation. 


the treaty-making power, and it is indelicate for 


| this HTouse to ever express an opinion on such a | 
‘There are some questions of such vast | 
momentthat the representatives of the people have | 


| subject. 


the right to look into them. Suppose there was 
a proposition to annex all Mexico or Brazil to the 
United States: will it be contended that the repre- 
sentatives of the American people have not the 
right to express their opinion upon it, when every 
town meeting or popular gathering in the country 
| has the right todo so? Remember that we are, 
in fact, the war-making power, and that treaties 
often lead to war. We have to vote the money to 
carry them out, frequently, and therefore we must 
| have the right to look intothem. In England, 
whence we get our notions of parliamentary law, 
and of our rights to a great extent, though the 
| King has the power to declare war and to make 
treaties without consulting either branch of Par- 
|liament, yet, in the House of Commons, they 
| have always held that they have the right to dis- 
cuss those questions, to ask for explanations, or 
to refuse supplies; and many ministers have been 


turned out because not sustained by the House of || 


Commons, on mere questions of foreign policy. 

And will it be contended that what the House of 

Commons may do in a monarchy, the Represent- 
_atives of the American people cannot do? 

We have a Committee on Foreign Affairs, and 

to that committee has been referred this identical 

| message of the President of the United States, in 

which he strongly condemns this treaty, and says 


itought to beabrogated. Therules of this House | 


| require the committees to report upon everything 
which is referred to them. ‘That committee was 


,| obliged to report; and the most limited report we 


| could make was a resolution expressive simply 
| of our opinion. We have not gone so far as to 
| recommend action. I think, therefore, that every 
| gentleman will see ina moment that this is the 
| proper mode of proceeding. We do not trammel 
the President at all, but propose to back him. In 
my judgment, the President will find, if this old 
| stumbling-block is removed, that a satisfactory 
arrangement may be made outside of it. Be that 
| as it may, I am willing to leave the whole matter 
with him. But there are some questions of ex- 
omy of vast moment involved, and I will 
ring some of them to the consideration of the 
| House. 


By the abrogation of this treaty we shall open 


| that country ultimately to.the occupation of citi- 
| zens of the United States. A great advantage 
will result from our occupation, as well to that 
country as to us. 
the higher races have had control of the greater 


are extending their dominion over inferior races. 
In the northeast there is the great Russian Em- 


now holds one half of 
Asia, and has an area of eight million square 
| miles, and a population of sixty-five millions, and 
| isextending its dominion over the semi-barbarous 
| nations of Asia. Whatever may be thought of 
| the Russian Government as compared with our 
| own, I think that all men will agree that the 
| system it will establish will be more stable and 
| 


more conducive to the material prosperity of those 
countries than their present system. 

The second Power is that which exists in south- 
western Europe on a comparatively small area. 
The French Empire in Europe, including the isl- 

| and of Corsica, consists of only two hundred and 


In all ages of the world, where | 
yortion of the earth, it has been most prosperous. | 


here are now, Mr. Speaker, four Powers which | 


pire, which has sprung up in modern times, but it | 
urope, all the north of | 
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| several States of this Union. 


|| andits progress has been so rapid, compared wii) 
| the old empires, that it reminds me of the yisi: 
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the State of Texas. But there is in that te 
a population of nearly forty million px ople—a- 
tive, energetic, highly civilized, intelligent a.) 
brave, and constituting, in my opinion, the moe 
formidable ae Power that the sun has eye, 
shone upon. If the ascendeney of France is not 
as striking as was that of imperial Rome, it is = 
cause her neighbors and rivals are vastly Superior 
to the semi-barbarous nations over which tho R : 
man eagles directed their victorious flight, Pranos 
is now occupying northern Africa, and | have no 
doubt that civilization will be benefited by it, 

The third Power is that which rests on a Jit:. 
island in the Atlantic ocean—an island less than 
But its domin aaa 
have been extended to every zone, till they gir), 
the entire globe. Great Britain controls 4 aie 
amount of the earth’s area than has been o 
heretofore subjected to one Government. She has 
under her dominion more than two hundred m)). 
lion people—nearly one fourth of the whole humen 
race. She has subjected to her every variety of 
men, from the Caucasian down to the negro. 

The fourth Power is that which exists on this 
western continent. It has sprung up so suddenly 
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of Daniel, of the he-goat that came from the Vest 
so rapidly that he touched not the ground. [tig 
only a little more than fifty years since Talley 
rand said that the United States was a young giant 





| without bones or nerves. Since that day, how. 
/ever, the bone has been hardening, the museles 


| of the earth. 


swelling, and the sinews toughening; and the 
United States now standsamong the great Powers 
Ve have a territory of about three 
million square miles—as much as imperial Rome 
had in her palmiest days; and though only one 
third as much as the territory of England or even 


| of Russia, yet when you consider the compact. 


ness of this country and its qualities, it is vastly 


superior to either. At Jeasttwo thirds of the ter- 


_ritory of the United States is capable of settle- 


|; ment. 


If it was al! settled up as densely as Mas- 


|| sachusetts and as Rhode Island are, it would have 
| a population of above two hundred million—more 


| than all Europe now has. 
| both the great oceans. 


We have a front on 
We have the Gulf of 
Mexico— our western Mediterranean —on our 


| southern border. Napoleon I. attempted to make 


the European Mediterranean a French lake, and 
failed in it. If the United States are true to them- 
selves they will make the Gulf of Mexico a great 
American lake, supplied by that grand artery 
which drains the magnificent Mississippi basin. 
When you remember, therefore, the character of 


| our territory, its compactness, its fertility, its 


- 


favorable climate, and its productions, with its 


| active, intelligent, and moral population, it must 


be admitted by every one that there is no Power 
on earth which has greater advantages than we 
have. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, we, too, have subjected to 
our control some of the inferior races. Let us, 
fora moment, draw a comparison between the 
United States and these other Powers. I will 
take Great Britain, not only because she is most 
like us, but because she makes the greatest pre- 
tensions to enlarged philanthropy, civilization, 
and general humanity, and because she holds a 
great variety of races under her dominion; but 
especially because the real question is, ‘* shall 
Great Britain or the United States control this 
Central American country?’’ Let us make the 
comparison, then. Great Britain has subjected 
to her in India one hundred and seventy million 
people. The Government, in large sections, owns 
the land, and obliges the occupants to cultivate |t 
as tenants. Lord Brougham, in one of his speeches 
in the British Parliament, said that eighteen twen- 
tieths of the gross products of the soil were drawn 
away from its cultivators in certain localities. No 


| man believes that the inhabitants of any country 


can live on the one tenth of all the Peres ss 
even one fourth—perhaps not one half, if you take 


_a large district into view. And therefore, accord- 
'ing te Bishop Heber and other British writers, 


millions of people die in India annually from 
oppression and famine. Some men have said— 
whether truly or not I cannot tell—that the pop- 
ulation of that country has diminished by turty 
million since Great Britain got control of it. But 
this much is certain: a few years ago the Britist 


\ five thousand square miles—less than the area of | Government sent a commission to India to ¢x 


1858. 
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ine into its condition; and. it cea that: to 
tory “jieet taxes torture was applied to the tenants, 
i that hundreds of thousands of men and wo- 


t and die annually under these tortures, because 
most yhey do not pay up their small rents, 

ever “Now, | will do Englishmen the justice to say, 
8 not at in my judgment they cannot approve of any 
18 be. veh thing. lam satisfied that the Government 
erior _ if does not sanction it. That country is gov- 
eR ond ed by the East India Company—a great filli- 
rance ering company, chartered to acquire territory 
fe no for the British Government, and retained for that 


Corporations are habitually soulless. 
Now look, fora moment, at the manner in which 
1an . have treated the aborigines of this country. 


irpose. 


ng 8 ice the formation of the Constitution of the 
rd ITyited States, 1 do not believe that we have ever 
urger depriv so any Indian tribe of property. Where- 


ever we have acquired their territory we have 
riven them an equivalent. There is not an Indian 
tribe in the U nited States that has not more land 


™ than it can cultivate. And so far from compelling 
y F em to labor and pay taxes, we actually expend 
larze sums for keeping them alive. 
this Again, sir, the United States and Great Britain 
ny, have both been large importers of negro slaves to 
With America. Into the ‘United States there have been 
7 brought nearly four hundred thousand negro 
ve slaves, and they have increased to four million— 
It is ten times the original number. Into the British 
y colonies there have been one million seven hun- 
- 


dred thousand imported; and the proportionate 
increase Would have made them at the present 
Ces time seventeen million. But, in pointof fact, there 
, are only six hundred thousand. Into 
alone, the British and Spaniards have carried eight 
hundred and ninety thousand negroes; and at the 
emancipation,in 1835, there were only three hun- 
dred and eleven thougand left—one third of the 
original number. [need not enlarge on the fact of 
the vast increase of slaves in this country, of their 
me condition being above that which their race has 

r ever occupied anywhere, and of their immense 
ell productions. Compare that with the degraded 
position of the British islands. Great Britain, 
however, emancipated her slaves, and the conse- 
quence has been that her colonies are lapsing into 
barbarism and savagery. To relieve her islands 
from their unfortunate and desolate condition, 
Great Britain has adopted another expedient—the 
importation of large bodies of white men as slaves, 
under the name of the Coolie trade. 

Gentlemen may perhaps remember that during 
the last session | had occasion to make a speec h, 
in which I discussed this subject. 1 suppose that 
in the course of that speech Lhad commented on 
some of the transactions of the Secretary of State 
ina manner that may not have been e antire ‘ly ac- 

eptable; at any rate, in two or three days after, 
there appeared in a ne wspaper in this city—a 
paper which re pre ssentsthe fore ign interest alw ays 
—what purported to be an extract from a report 
in progress in the State Department, giving an 
account of the condition of the Coolies in Peru, 
? and stating that they had a perfect paradise there. 
— And this thing was published as a reply to my 
I should not have objected to its being 
put in juxtaposition with it, provided they had 
thought proper to publish my speech, so that their 
readers could decide for themselves. 








speech. 


- Now, if gentlemen will look into the seventh 
ut volume of the Commercial Statistics, they will see 
r all the information that Mr. Marcy and his as- 
sistants were able to collect on this important sab- 
od ject; and it does not make one page. It would 
" be well for gentlemen to read it, to see how little 
- truth there may be inan official report. Itdeserves 


r to stand side by side with that passage in the old 


E geographies,which represented Indians as veutur- 
ing over the Falls of Niagara, in their canoes, in 
c safety. ‘The two statements are equally reliable. 
ro | was anxious to make a reply to it at the time; 


“A but, under the rules of the House, I had no oppor- 
E tunity afforded me. 
1 now ask the attention of the House for a 





4. few moments, while I expose one of the most op- 
pressive, cruel, and monstrous systems that the 
e world has ever seen carried on by any civilized 
nation. I shall first read a few extracts from the 
. daily papers of the last few weeks, among the 





items of telegraphic and other news. I — re- 
/ peat that this report represents the Cooliesin Peru 
- as having a fine time of it, and as being thriving, 
prosperous, and happy. Whereas, in fact, it is 


Jamaica | 


| upwards that have come to this island. 


| cide or disease, 


established that of those Coolies who: are ire imported | 
in Peruvian ships, thirty-eight per cent.—a little 
over one third—die on the passage. Nor do those 
carried in American and British ships fare much 
better, as these extracts show: 

**On the 19th the American. ship, Kitty Simpson, from 
Swatas and St. Helena, with three hundred and thirtv-seven 
Asiatics. She had ninety-three deaths on the passage. And 
on the 20th, the British ship Admiral, with two hundred and 
eighty-three Asiatics. She had ninety deaths on the pas- 


sage 
sage. 


always been proportionate to the length of the passage, and 
I cannot omit drawing particular attention to the fact that 
all these Asiatics brought here are males, not a single fe- 
male having arrived among the twenty-four thousand and 
Is not this the very 
refinement of cruelty ? 

** Besides, this trade has not even the sorry excuse of the 
African slave trade. The Africans are savages, whom, it 
may be said, it is charity to civilize and Christianize ; the 
Asiatics are far from being savages ; many of them are per 
sons of refined habits and considerable education.’’°—New 
York Herald. 

* Cupa—Latest News.—By the steamer Black Warrior 
intelligence has been received trom Havana to the 15th in- 
stant. [tis reported that two cargoes of negroes had been 
landed in Cuba since the last advices, and duly disposed of. 
Two American ships had also arrived from China with car 
goes of Coolies. The ship Challenge, Captain Kinney, one 
hundred and thirty-seven days from Swatas, landed at Ha- 
vana six hundred and twenty Asiatics. During the passage 
two hundred and eighty-six had died.’ » . e 

“From the 10th of April, 1855, to the 15th instant, sev- 
enteen thousand six hundred and forty-four Asiaties have 
been received in Cuba for eight years’ servitude, of which 
more than twenty per cent. have already disappeared. On 
the vessels engaged in this traffic, three thousand one hun- 
dred and seventeen have died during the voyages by sui 
being more than one sixth of the whole 
number taken on board. This does not include casualties, 
mutinies, &e., which have caused the destruction of whole 
eargoes. Of some three or four thousand received previous 
to the 10th of April, 1855, nearly all have perished. It is 
not probable that a tenth will remain atthe close of their 
eight years. It is said that an arrival of sepoys is expected, 
to add to heterogeneous mixture of Cuban stock, and to 
carry out the extended views of British philanthropy, or pol 


icy, as it may be.—Union, of February last. 
* Boston, January 29, 1858.—A letter received from Cap 
tain Ryan, of the ship Lion, from Hong Kong for Callao, 


dated Angier, November 22, states that the ship Kate 
ILooper, of Baltimore, ¢ contain Jackson, from Macao, Octo- 
ber, 15, for Havana,with Coolies, was at Angier, November 
22, waiting for men from Batavia. The Coolies mutinied 
and got possession of the between decks, and set the ship 
on fire three times, and betore they could be subdued the 
officers had to shoot fifty of them.’’ 

* Crinese Coo.ites.—The Chinese emigrants are arriv- 
ing at Havana in great numbers. No less than three thou 
sand were landed from four ships in one week. They all 
readily brought twenty-two ounces a head. The most of 
them arrived in poor condition, which is probably owing to 
the Coolies being kept in dirty junks in Swatas, waiting for 


a vessel to bring them. At last accounts, six large Amer 
ican vessels were waiting for cargoes in Swatas alone. 
Orders have been sent from Havana to procure twenty 


thousand Coolies, if possible.”°— March 31. 


Some details, as given in the following state- 
ment from an English paper, may be interesting: 

THe TRADE IN CHINESE Cooties.—The 
tality of Chinese on board the Britis 
land has been the subject of invest 
before the Local Marine Board, 
Dunean Dunbar, chairman. 

“Captain Seymour, the master of the Duke of Portland, 
deposed that the ship left long Kong with three bundred 
aud thirty-two Chinese Coolies.”’ 


frightful mor 
li ship Duke of Port- 
igation tor several days, 
Cornhill, London; Mr. 


He says, in his statement, one third had been 
kidnapped. 

‘About two o’clock on the 2d I left the shore with my 
papers all in order, and proceeded on board the Julindur to 
get a box of musket caps, which I was rather short of. I 
saw the mate mastheading the topsails, and flattered my 
self all was right. Vain hope! I had not been on board 
five minutes when I saw the topsail halliards had been let 
go, and the Coolies crowding on the poop. I got on board 
in double quick time, and was followed by the captain and 
boats’ crews from the three other ships with whom I was 
acquainted, and the scene of riot and confusion that awaited 
my arrival I shall not soon forget. The Coolies had taken 
the opportunity of the mate’s attention being occupied in 
making sail, and abstracted the iron belaying pins, and 
armed themselves with what else they could on deck, prin 
cipally firewood, and gained possession of the poop, and 
were yelling and shouting in a fearful manner, throwing 


| everything moveable overboard, and had let go the topsail 


| alarmed, 


halliards.’? 


This mutiny was quelled by force, and they 
were guarded and confined: 


“ The third day I had the first suicide, and from that date 
until [ passed the Straits of Sunda, I bad an average of 
about three overboard daily. ‘They now also commenced 
threatening to burn the ship, and my interpreter becoming 
I could not find the ringleaders. Onthe morning 
of the Lith, I discovered a plan they had laid to take the 
ship. One more of the invalids was to be thrown overboard, 
and during the absence of the 
Coolies were to make a rush, obtain possession of the poop, 
and murder ali hands, reserving the boat’s crew to take the 
ship on shore ; and the same afternoon they carried their 


| plan out; but, as | was quite prepared for them, after the 


*<It is worthy of remark that the number of deaths has 


boat to pick them up, the | 
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failure of their attempt thes became much quieter; but [ 


had on an average from twelve to eighteen in irons for riot- 
ous behavior and attempted suicide. 

* But L could fill a volume on this subject and the horrors 
by which | was surrounded. We lost one hundred and 
twenty-eight Chinese before arriving at the Havana, chietl\ 
trom congestive fever; it is like the Llong Kong fever. We 
lost one of the crew. T think the Coolies brought the seeds 
of the disease on board with them. When they would not 
eat I have tried to force food down their throats. We we: 
one hundred and fifty days on our passage from China te the 


Hav ana. 


* At the close of the examination of the witnesses, the 
choi announced the decision of the board: * That no 
blame attaches to the owner and master, or any one con 
nected with the ship. That Captain Seymour's conduct to 


| the emigrants appears to have been kind and attentive, and 


that every possible precaution was used by him to decrease 
the mortality.’ 


Sir, if these results follow where the Coolies are 
treated kindly and judiciously on board ship, what 
are you to expect when they are ill-treated ? Let 
us, however, see how they are treated when landed 
in Peru. From a publication on the subject of 
agriculture, guano, &c., by H. N. Fryatt, of New 
Jersey, | read an extre act: 


** Now do you wish to know how all these ships are 
loaded, and a thousand tons per day dug and sent from the 
islands? Well, there are about one hundred convicts fron 
Peru, and about three hundred Chinamen from the Celestial 
Empire. ‘The tormer are in the right place ; the latter were 
passengers that engaged passage in an English ship for Cali 
fornia, and engaged betore they left their own country, to 
labor after their arrival for a limited time to pay their pas- 
sage, (eighty dollars.) Instead of being landed at California, 
the ship brought them direct to this place, and the captain 
sold them for three and six years, according to the men, to 
work out their passage; and here they are slaves for life. 
‘They are allowed tour dollars per mouth for their food, and 
one eighth of a dollar per day for their labor, witha pile of 
guano before them which will last the next ten years; and 
long before itis exhausted the majority of them willbe dead. 
Each man is compelled to bring to the shoot five tons of 
guano perday. A failure thereot is rewarded with the lash 
from astrong negro; and such is their horror of the lash, and 
the hopelessness of their condition, that everv week there 
are more or tess suicides. Inthe month of November, [ 
have he ird, fifty of the boldest of the . joined hands and 
jumped from the precipice into the sea. In December, there 
were twenty three suicides. This is from one in authority. 
in January, quite a number, but I have not learned how 
many.?? 


Now, there are hundreds of these facts con- 
stanly published, or made known, and they do 
not excite any attention in this country; when, 
if it was known that ten negroes had committe d 
suicide in one of our slave States, it would be pub- 
lished, perhaps, in every newspaper in the United 
States; and we should have many speeches on this 
floor, and elsewhere, against the horrors of sla- 
very, &c. But these are only white men, who die 
under that system by thousands; and no Aboli- 
tionist, or other special friend of humanity, real- 
izes it, or takes the slightest notice of it. 

Mr. FOSTER. I would ask the honorable gen- 
tleman whether he intends bringing in a bill to 
suppress this Coolie trade ? 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I will come to that point 
ina moment. In this matter I hope that I shall 
have the codperation of the gentleman from Maine. 


I also read a portion of a letter from the author 
of this work: 


‘ The officers placed on these islands to superintend the 
delivery of the guano, in order to check this business of self- 
destruction, adopted the plan of rescuing the dead bodies 
from the sea and burning them on the guano heaps, in order 
te convince the Chinese of the impossibility of their return 
to their native country, through the gates of death ; that the 
bodies should remain on the island. I was informed that 
this burning of bodies was of frequent occurrence. 

**[ have recently conversed with intelligent captains en- 
gaged in the Cuba trade, who tell me how the Coolie trade 
is done. English commercial houses have runners at Amoy, 
Hong Kong, &e., who are employed in enticing the China- 
men, by offers of wages, &c., to emigrate to the land of gold. 
They pick up the population who live outside the walled 
towns, the short-haired, and a sprinkling of a better class, 
who are distinguished by the long braided hair hanging be- 
hind, and somewhat superior intelligence. All manner of 
inducements are held out, of course. These Coolies are fur- 
nished with rice and water for food during the passage ; are 
treated with niuch severity, and frequent suicides occur 
during the passage. Guards are placed over them to prevent 
their jumping overboard, &c.; and yet, notwithstanding 
these precautions, about one in three either die or destroy 
themselves on the passage. 

‘The passage is five doubloons, landed in Havana, (eighty- 
five dollars.) They are sold at Havana according to quality ; 
and the most valuable bring as high as three bundred to 
three hundred and fifty dollars apiece. 

‘** The trade is done chiefly by English and American ves- 
sels ; but my informants say thatthey never knew an Amer- 
ican captain to bring a cargo of Coolies twice. The English 
are not so scrupulous. 

‘The Coolies are put to work alongside of the Africans, 
and subjected to worse treatment, as the Cooly feels bis 
degradation and becomes sullen and melancholy. His oaly 
relief is in the old mode, suicide, which he avails himeectt 
of at the first opportunity. The long-haired Chinauimir cuts 
his tail off as a mark of his degradauion; aud as soon as Wie 























driver sees his tail go he knows that the owner intends to {| future. In this situation of things, when it has been proved 
depart to that bourn, &c., pretty quickly; and not alone, ‘| that the system has utterly failed, is it astonishing that we 
either, as the long tail exercises much influence over the || should try another? This would at least have two good 
others. 

This trade being so lucrative, it is on the increase. The 
high price of sugar will likely add a stimulus to this new 
apécies of slave trade, which I, for one, feel much indebted 
to you for holding up to the execration of mankind.”’ 


I have, in addition to that, a letter from a re- 








dition.”’ 


all the points of difference are in their favor. The 
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|| results. It would give new activity to colonial productions, 
| and withdraw thousands of negroes from a miserable con- | 


I must say that I agree with the French, that | 


spectable merchant of the city of New York, a | "€8ro 18 not only better fitted by nature for sla- | 


gentleman of high standing. Ido not give his 
name, bat the following is a part of his letter: ” 

“ Our eastern ship owners have great horror of the Afti- The negroes, too, are slaves at home, or captives 
can slave trade, but they have no compunctions of con- | to be put to death if they cannot be sold, while 


science in abducting Coolies from China and transporting || the Chinamen and East Indians are ina compar- 
them to South America. To save appearances, they land ative state of freedom. 


them at Arica, in Peru, whence they are transferred to the || Here isa letter on the subject from Mr. Mason 
Sé Bs Mr. : 


Chincha Islands, where they are worked digging guano un- $e A 

der a broiling sun until they are driven to desperation. [had | our Minister at Paris, dated 19th February last, 
a ship, the St. Patrick, load at those islands, My captain, 
Whitman, said that, whenever the poor creatures could get |, General Cass. 
to the cliff’, they would jump into the sea. Some twenty 

jumped off whilst he was there. You are not. perhaps, “In an interview which I had the honor to have with 
aware that there is no water on the islands. All the water || Ceunt Walewski, Minister of Foreign Affairs, in the last 
used is taken there by the ships; and, of course, being so |! week of January, I asked him if there were any objections 
scarce, the poor creatures have but a limited quantity given || to my being informed of the precise character of the meas- 
them. And the dust arising from the guano, with the severe || ures adopted by his Majesty the Emperor’s Government, in 
labor they undergo, drives them to desperation. Watermust 
be wanted in large quantities. Your negroes at the South | 
are in Paradise compared with the Coolies at the Chincha 
Islands.” 


It is of an important character: 


groes from Africa, He replied that there was not; and pro- 
ceeded to state very frankly that the French colonies, par- 
| ticularly in the West Indies, were languishing for want of 
labor; that negro labor alone was adapted to tropical pro- 
| ductions. Lasked if there was any truth in some statements 
which I had seen in the English newspapers, that French 
vessels freighted with African emigrants would be regarded 
by British cruisers as engaged in the African slave trade. 


Mr. Speaker, I need not enlarge on the cru- 
elty of this system. And it does not stop here. 
France imported Coolies into some of her islands. 
In the Island of Bourbon alone, there are thirty- 
five thousand. But England seems, in some way, || nicat' between the two Governments, and the British 
to have interposed obstacles to the obtaining of || Government would not object to the French scheme, while 
Coolies by the French, wishing to havea monop- the wants of the British colonies were being supplied by the 
oly of the business, perhaps, as she formerly 
had of the African slave trade. 

Te get rid of that difficulty, the French Em- 
peror directed his ships to go to Africa and get 
negroes under the name of apprentices. The 
English protested against that, and said it was 
practically reopening the slave trade. The ‘Times 
aantenl about it. It was admitted, neverthe- 
less, that the Abolitionists had ruined their West 
India Islands, and that they oughtto acknowledge 


, secured African labor, which was indispensable to their 
colonies, Thus the emigrants were free, and were rescued 

| generally from impending immolation ; that, relieved from 
ignorance and heathenism of the most degrading character, 
they would be humanized and Christianized by being placed 
in contact with the French colonists.’’ 


What is the field they have to take them from, 


very than the Chinese or ere but in fact is | 
| benefited by it, while they are driven to suicide. | 


which was sent to the Senate the other day by | 


| regard to the importation into the French colonies of ne- | 


Hlis Exeellency said no; that there had been some commu- | 


Cooly trade. The Minister urged that the plan adopted | 


Thus, Mr. Speaker, it is settled between the | 
two countries that this system is to go on, France | 
taking negroes and Great Britain the Asiatics. 


their fault in sackcloth and ashes; butit proposed || and what is the extent to which the operation can | 


only to restore these islands by the importation of | be carried? In China there are four hundred mil- 
Coolie labor. To show how the controversy is | lion people. Great Britain is now conquering parts 
carried on, I presenta few passages from the | Of the country, and will have free access to the 
French papers. I think it will be seen that they 


people of the Chinese Empire. She also holds in 

understand the question thoroughly; and, in fact, | Subjection one hundred and seventy million East 

have the advantage in the argument. Indians, whom she is killing for mutiny, &c. 

“ But Africa continues to be the source whence the col- || There are at least forty million negroes on the 

onies first drew theirlaboring population. It is convenient || western coast of Africa within the reach of the 
to our American possessions. Its inhabitants are gentle, ro- 


asses! gent || slave traders. You will see, therefore, that one 
bust, sociable, and inclined to agricultural pursuits. Then, 


in addition to this, they are oppressed and subject to the half of the human race is open to be preyed upon | 


| 


horrors of perpetual anarchy in their own country. | in this way. 


** Are not these reasons sufficient to induce us to look to || 
Africa for laborers fOr our colonies ? _ || trade? It appears that they will bring from two 
** But itis a great scandal to the superannuated society 


which was accustomed for twenty-five years to behold the to four hundred dollars mprece, and the cost of 
world bow before its decrees in matters of philanthropy. || ttansporting them from China is ogly eighty or 


What! lay hands on Africa, the holy ark which has been eighty-five dollars,and from Africaabout halfthat; 
guarded with such an extreme jealousy, and defended still || go you will see that there is inducement enouch. 
more by the prestige Which it hasacquired?) Yetthe Times || : = 


thinks the present opportunity fortunate for seizing it again ; Hereare enormous profits to be made. flow many 
and, thanks to its proceedings, Parliament already resounds | | will they transport when this system isin fullop- 
with the declaration of grievances, the most grievous of | eration? We know that there have been half 
which is that they cannot have laborers from Africa except || million of emigrants broucht in one year to the 
they purchase them again. [tis a natural result of the so United S at ot Americ ¢ hi snl ltake 
cial state of that country. Slavery is the general condition | VU !ted States, by American ships main y. i take 
of its working population. it, then, that the navies of France and England, 
on But, cay the Engtish, when you buy slaves from the || with the help of American shipping, will enable 
frican chiefs you encourage those chiefs to procure others || ; : a. i aa a 
by means of incursions, and thus perpetuate intestine wars || them to bring Over, perhaps, ~ million S your 
in that unhappy country. Unfortunately, the barbarism certainly half that amount. You will then, per- | 
whieh reigns in that continent is exercised independently || haps, see a vast system of emigration by which 
pI cone oe When an African chief does not | all these islands and Central America may be 
sell his slaves, he Kills them. || £ile : Coie t¥ 4 : a 
*To deprive Africa of contact with civilization, under filled Ps ifnot interrupted eer? with this 
the pretext of preserving pence among her tribes, is to act | people. And, as they only bring males, I need 
like a quack, who, to cure an eruption, kills his patient by || not say to gentlemen that the system Is more cruel | 


the internal concentration of the disease. The African chief- | than the former slave trade. ‘Then males and | 
tains have no motive for making war; they do so out o! a | 


pure instinet of destructiveness, and by this alone they || females were brought here, and there Was:some- | 
prove themselves savages. The poor negro captives des- || thing of a social system recognized In that trade. | 


tmed for human sacrifice on the occasion of some public || Then these people are to be hired out; and no- | 
festival, or on the tomb of a warrior, would hardly call it || body will deny that they will be worse treated 
oe to leave them to their fate under pretext of a | 


humane objection to their purchase for emigration. than the slaves usually are who belong to those 

“ Bible Societies have undertaken to submit Africa to a || that control them. I maintain that this system is 
varios of preaching, distribution of edifying tracts and || one of enormous cruelty, as every one must see 
saintly communion.’ > ier ; . 

“In any case, we cannot see why the ultra Abolitionists || aades glance. Its subje - will, — probably, be 
should impose their particular views upon us. Is not Africa | worked to death by the time their eight or ten 
an independent country? Is it confided to the tutelage of || years’ service 18S over. 

Bible Societies? And France—cannot she act according to ||" Mr, Speaker, we have upon the coast of Africa 


the dictatesof her own conscience? There exists in this |! . . : . 3 . | 
respect no international engagement that can limit her ac- ships to aid Great Britain in the suppression of | 


tion. ‘The conyentions relative to the right of seareh have | the slave trade; and yet she is transporting men | 
been suppressed. Engagements entered into since then have | who are free comparatively, and vastly superior | 
a a sseaheteverymeashemen ie the negro, and consigning them in vast num- | 

7 vider ‘ idofe piney . . “4 t : . 
Following the Times, the philanthropists have made some | bers to the most cruel condition of slavery aver | 
_known. I submit whether it is nota eras 


| 
} 
| 


| 

} 

stupid blunders, whieh should force them into private life, | = _ ; 
or at least teach them to speak with becoming modesty in || whether it is not hypocritical in the United States 


Now what is the inducement to carry on the | 








and Great Britain to try to save a few 
while this enormous system is going on. 
that it is as hypocritical as it would be for 
dividual, who had been robbing the poor o 
sands systematically, to give away a few Shillings 
ostentatiously on Sunday for charitable purpose, 
As we have this agreement with Great Britain, 
why not speak out our sentiments manfully and 
tell her that, if she does not abandon this, we will 
withdraw oursquadron from Africa, and no longer 
attempt to prevent the carrying away of a fow 
negroes to Cuba, while countless numbers of 
white men are being enslaved ? 

The great objection to our acquiring Mexico as 
| a whole, is to be found in the fact of the existeyep 

there of a large population of Indians and other 
inferior persons. Suppose Louisiana, Florida, or 
‘Texas, had been filled up with a iarge number of 
inferior people, which we could not reduce to sy}. 
| jection: that fact would have rendered them use. 
| less to the United States. On the principles of 
| humanity, in the first place, and secondly, upon 

the question of expediency also, [ am against this 
| system of filling up theseenow thinly inhabited 
neighboring regions with inferior and degraded 
races. Gentlemen must see that itis the ultimate 
policy of the United States, at some future day, 
whether ten, twenty, or fifty years hence, to ac. 
quire the greater portion of this territory. I hold, 
sir, that our system will be better for that country 
than the system of Great Britain; and that, there. 
fore, it will be for the interest of all that region, 
as it unquestionably will be our policy some day 
to control it. 

Gentlemen may say, however, suppose that the 
treaty is abrogated, and England refuses to yield: 
will you go to war with her? That is thrown at 
us by way of intimidation. I have observed the 
course of the British Government, and they have 
two systems of operation against us. They may 
be defined as what Sammy Weller would call 
‘* insinivation and bluster.’? Many of our states- 
men are so delighted to get compliments from the 
British press, and to be thought well of by Brit- 
ish officials, that they seem to forget the interest 
of their own country. I remember, a few years 
ago, when there was an investigation going on in 
the British Parliament, in relation to the expenses 
of their missions abroad, that Mr. Packenham, 
who had long been a minister here, was a wit- 
ness, and he was asked what expenditure paid 
best? His reply was, “ that spent for dinners.” 
Whether his American experience brought him 
to that conclusion or not, | do not know. I con- 
fess that | appreciate a dinner and civility as much 
as anybody; but it is one thing to accept and re- 
turn courtesies, and it is another to abandon the 
interests of one’s country. 

I have no doubt that every right-minded Eng- 
lishman will think better of American statesmen 
who, while accepting the civilities of foreigners, 
will still stand by the itterests of their country 
rather than sell it for a mess of pottage. When 
these means fail, we are to be alarmed by threats 
of danger from England, and sometimes with 
greateffect onthetimid. I doubt much whether 
any Administration we have had since John 
Tyler’s would have had the courage to accept 
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Texas upon her application, in the face of the 
British protest against it. Iam very certain that 
some of them would have professed to be afraid, 
and would have declined it. Ithink it absolutely 
necessary that this country should, in some re- 
spects, take a higher position abroad. An ex- 
tremely mortifying fact was brought to my know!- 
edge the otherday. A bearer of dispatches come 
here from St. Domingo. He called to see me, 
thinking that Congress might be induced to do 
something. He says that the American commer- 
cial agent at the city of St. Domingo, with his 
family, and all American citizens in that country, 
are actually protected from massacre by Baez and 
his followers, by the British consul, and by the 
captain of an English ship who happened to be 
there, and who was ready to land four hundred 
men to protect them. I knew that in Europe, 
Asia, and Africa, our citizens were in the habit of 
claiming to be Englishmen, in order to get British 
protection; but I did not know that this system 
had to be resorted to in America, and almost 10 
sight of our own shores. 

Is it not time that something should be done. 
There has been great difficulty upon the part of 
the Secretary of the Navy in finding a ship to 
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-ond there to protect our citizens. I think that 
‘ye African squadron might as well be employed | 
non that service. If we will submit to indignities | 
‘om white men, it is rather too much to take in- | 
cyits and Kicks from free negroes. Cannot the | 
Gre ytown affair at least be repeated in St. Do- 
mingo ? . : 

But we are constantly met with the allegation 
that Congress will do nothing; that Congress | 
would not back the Executive. We know very | 
well the short-comings of Congress; but, in my | 
‘uidement, there have been but few instances 
where the Executive has had occasion to call for 
and has shown a disposition to use force, that 
Congress did not properly respond. Not only 
in the Maine boundary dispute, but during the 
Mexican war, the Government had everything it | 
asked. The misfortune has been, that some of 
our Presidents heretofore have notshown the pur- | 
nose to act, and the consequence has been, that | 
Congress has been slow in advancing anything. | 
Our Navy now costs $15,000,000 a year—more 
than the whole General Government cost in the 
year 1824—and yet Lam told that the Navy is 
not much more efficient than it was in 1016. ‘This, 
if true, is attributable to the miserable system 
which now prevails in having ignorant clerks in 
the Departments at the heads of bureaus, to whom | 
the management of the Department is committed, 
while the Secretary himself sometimes, not being 
familiar with the business, trusts it to his subor- 
dinates. I hope we shall have a reform in this | 
respect. 

As far as concerns the present Administration, 
it has not, as yet, had an opportunity of showing 
its hand upon our foreign policy. It has been oc- 
cupied with certain domestic questions; but, I | 
think, from the antecedents of the President and 
the Secretary of State, we have aright to expect | 
amore determined policy. I read last session an | 
extract from Mr. Buchanan’s Ostend manifesto. | 
The language is so good that I desire to repeat it | 
again. On the 18th of October he says: | 


“ Under such circumstances, we ought neither to count 
the cost nor regard the odds which Spain might enlist against | 
us. We forbear to enter into the question, whether the pres- 
ent condition of the island would justify such a measure? | 
We should, however, be recreant to our duty, be unworthy 
of our gallant forefathers, and commit base treason against 
our posterity, should we permit Cuba to be Africanized, and 
become a second St. Domingo, with all its attendant horrors 
tothe white race, and suffer the flames to extend to cur own 
neighboring shores, seriously to endanger, or actually to con- 
sume, the fair fabric of our Union.’’ 


These are bold and striking words. 

What are the views of our Secretary of State— 
the learned, accomplished veteran, Cass? Gen- 
tlemen will remember that in 1848, when he was 
before the country as the Democratic candidate for 
the Presidency, he took ground in favor of the oc- 
cupation of Yucatan by the United States troops; | 
and only two years ago, in a letter to New York, 
he uses this language: 


“T am free to confess that the heroic effort of our coun- 
trymen in Nicaragua excites my admiration, while it en- 
gages all my solicitude. I am not to be deterred from the 
expression of these feelings by sneers, or reproaches, or 
hard words. He who does not sympathize with such an 
enterprise has little in common with me. 

“The dificulties which General Walker has encoun- 
tered and overcome will place his name high on the roll of 
the distinguished men of his age. He has conciliated the 
people he went to aid; the government of which he makes 
part is performing its functions without opposition, and in- 
ternal tranquillity marks the wisdom of its policy. That 
magnificent region, for which God has done so much and 
man so little, needed some renovating process, some trans- 
fusion by which new life may be imparted to it. Our coun- 
trymen will plant there the seeds of our institutions, and 
God grant that they may grow up into an abundant harvest 
of industry, enterprise, and prosperity! A new day, I hope, 
is opening upon the States of Central America. If we are 
true to our duty, they will soon be freed from all danger of 
European interference, and will have a security in their 
own power against the ambitious designs of Engiand far 
better than Clayton Bulwer treaties or any other diplomatic 
machinery by which a spirit of aggression is sougit to be 
concealed till circumstances are ready for active opera- 
uion.”? 


Such are the views of General Cass. Now, sir, 
I propose to this House simply to respond to the 
views of the President’s message, by indorsing 
them, condemning this Clayton-Bulwer treaty, 
and leaving him to take the necessary steps to rid 
us of it. I have no fear of any war arising out of | 
the subject. Great Britain has vast pecuniary 
and commercial interests involved in her relations 
with the United States, and it also would be ver 
difficult for her to defend Canada and her other 
possessions against us. She is not rashly going 
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to war with us. At this very time she is engaged 
in a Chinese war, and an East Indian war, and is, | 
in addition to that, threatened with European dif- 
ficulties. She, therefore, has no motive to seek 
war with us. The present English Cabinet is be- 
lieved to be favorable to a liberal settlement of this 
question. Let us go forward and get it settled 
now. [tis not, at this time, of much practical 
importance, and, therefore, it may be the more 
readily adjusted. If it is not done, in the future, 
when a practical question shall arise in relation to 
it, it may involve us in war. 

Mr. BLISS. I have listened with a great deal 
of attention, but do not understand what the ob- 
ject of this movement is. Do I understand the 
gentleman as advocating a policy leading to the 
seizure of Cuba and Central America? 

Mr. CLINGMAN. No, sir. 

Mr. BLISS. What, then, is the idea? 

Mr. CLINGMAN. It is to abrogate this 
treaty. 

Mr. BLISS. But all the gentleman’s areument 
is directed to explaining our standing and position 
in respect to Cuba and Central America; and, as 
l understand it, no sooner is the Kansas question 
disposed of, than this Cuba and Central America 
question is raised, for the extension of slavery. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. LI cannot answer for the 
gentleman’s understanding. This may not be a 
matter of very great practical importance now; 
but itis my judgment that, ten, twenty, or fifty | 
years hence, it may be our policy to acquire those 
territories, and | desire to remove obstructions 
now. 

As I said before, suppose, when Great Britain 
protested against the annexation of Texas, a 
treaty had been enforced binding us not to acquire 
it: its annexation would, in that event, have led 
to war. The infraction of a positive agreement 
with her, in addition to an act to which she was 
hostile, must necessarily have led to war. We 
had no obligations in the way, and no rupture re- | 
sulted. I desire to remove all offensive alliances 
which shall stand in our way hereafter. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. I desire to ask the gentle- | 
man whether he isto be understood as advocating 
the annexation of Cuba, or whether he discards | 
that idea? 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I will answer the gentle- 
man with pleasure, though I do not desire toem- | 
bark in the discussion of that subject. I wi!l say 
that I should be very glad to see Cuba annexed 
to this country. [ would have been glad to get 
it upon fair and honorable terms four years ago, | 
and I think the country ought to have taken it 
upon the happening of the Black Warrior affair. 
The Clayton-Bulwer treaty does not touch Cuba. 
We could get Cuba without abrogating this treaty. 
I care nothing in the world about it so far as Cuba | 
is concerned. I should like to see Cuba a part 
of this Union. Its annexation would also stop 


the African slave trade and this more objection- || 


able traffic in Chinese and East Indians who are 
carried there and destroyed. Would not the gen- 
tleman like to see an annexation of Cuba by 
which the slave trade and the Coolie trade would | 
be stopped ? 

Mr. GIDDINGS. I do not rise to embarrass 
my friend. I would ask him this question: is he 
in favor of the acquisition of Cuba now? 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Ifthe gentleman will point 


/me to any honorable mode by which we can get 


Cuba, I will give that mode my support this very 
moment. If the Executive can make a treaty 
with Spain for Cuba, | would favor that project, 
provided the equivalent were not unreasonable. | 


| Some time ago I offered a resolution calling for 


| not settled, I am willing, in the ultimate stage, to 


information on Spanish affairs, but I understand 
that it is inexpedient to furnish that information 
up to this time. If our difficulties with Spain are | 


| go to war with her, and then, if we can conquer 


} 


| 


P 


| Old Buck does in this line. I have, 


Cuba, I will not complain of that result. 
Mr.GIDDINGS. [understand the gentleman | 
to refer to the Ostend circular. | 
Mr. CLINGMAN. I do. 
Mr. GIDDINGS. Does the gentleman approve 

of the terms of that document? 
Mr. CLINGMAN. Yes, sir. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. That will answer my pur- | 
ose. 
Mr. CLINGMAN. I think I go — as far as | 
Mr. Speaker, | 
nearly used up the time which, by the courtesy | 
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of the House, has been given to me, and I must 





bring my remarks to aconclusion. All I desire 
is for the House fairly to indorse the position as- 
sumed by the President. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland. Let me ask my 
friend to explain one point. His resolution speaks 
of abrogating the Clayton-Bulwer treaty. Does 
he contemplate that the President, by his own 
authority, shall do that, or that negotiations shall 
go on to that effect? 

Mr. CLINGMAN. The President has said, 
in his message, that it ought to have been abro- 
gated long ago by consent of both parties. I have 
good reason to believe—I wish I could state all 
the reasons for my belief—that the British Cab- 
inet are tired of the negotiations which have been 
going on for eight years upon this subject, and 
that they are now ready to adjust the question 
on honorable terms; and [ have no doubt that 
the Executive, by proper effort, will be enabled 
to do it at this time. I do not know that it could 
be done twelve months hence, or ata later day. 
But, by its abrogation, every gentleman will see 
that we will get rid of the shackles that now cloe 
us, and be left as free from entangling alliances 
with European Powers as we had been from the 
days of General Washington down to the ratifica- 
tion of this treaty. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. Does my friend mean to 
intimate that Great Britain is willing to give up 
Roatan? 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I will answer with pleas- 
ure. Great Britain, by the Dallas treaty, agreed 
to give up Roatan to Honduras, provided there 
wasa guarantee that slavery should nevergothere. 
The United States would make nosuch guarantee, 
and that treaty was rejected. I have no doubt, 
however, that Great Britain will, in view of her 
treaty with Honduras, agree to abandon her claims 
in that quarter, and also withdraw, on reasonable 
terms, her Mosquito protectorate. The feeling 
of the American people is against this Clayton- 
Bulwer treaty. Its current is setting so strong in 
that direction that no one can expect to change it. 
Let the Government, then, do its duty, and we 
are again free, and the path of destiny is open 
before us. 

[Here the hammer fell.] 

Mr. RITCHIE obtained the floor, but yielded 
to 

Mr. CLINGMAN, who said: With the per- 
mission of my friend from Pennsylvania, I will 
suggest that he move, or allow me to move, that 
this matter be recommitted in order that it may 
be kept before the House. 

Mr. RITCHIE. My understanding of this 
question was, that it was to come up as the reg- 


| ular business in order at one o’clock to-day. 


TheSPEAKER. The order of the House waa 
revoked by unanimous consent. 

Mr. RITCHIE. Will this question come up 
to-morrow if I submit a motion to recommit? 

The SPEAKER. It will. 

Mr. RITCHIE. Then I submit that motion. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

A message was received from the Senate by Mr. 
Dickins, their Secretary, notifying the House 
that that body had passed bills of the following 
| titles, in which he had been directed to ask the 
concurrence of the House: 

An act (S. No. 218) amendatory of an act enti- 
tled ‘* An act to provide for executing the public 
printing, and establishing the price therefor, and 
for other purposes, approved August 26, 1852;”’ 
and 

An act (S. No. 300) for the relief of the Hun- 
garian settlers on certain tracts of land in Iowa 
hitherto reserved from sale by order of the Pres- 
ident, dated January 22, 1853. 


PRINTING BILL. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. With the consent 
of the House, I will move that that printing bill 
which has just come from the Senate be referred 
to the special committee on the subject of print- 
ing; and that it be ordered to be printed for the use 
| of the House. 

Mr. NICHOLS. I move that that bill be re- 
ferred to the regular standing Committee on Print- 
ing. 


| Mr. SMITH, of Virginis. I only ask that the 


oe shall be taken on printing the bill, in or- 
er that members may have it before them. 
It was so ordered. 
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BLYTHE ISLAND NAVY DEPOT. 

Mr. SEWARD. I ask to have entered upon 
the Journal, a motion to reconstder the vote by 
which the Blythe Island Navy depot bill was re- 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
ef the Union. 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 


A message was received from the President of 
the United States, by James Bucuanan Henry, 
his Private Secretary, informing the House that 


he did, on this day, approve and sign bills of the | day to do. 


following titles: 

An act making appropriations for the current 
and contingent expenses of the Indian depart- 
ment, and for fulfilling treaty stipulations with 
verious Indian tribes for the year ending June 30, 
1859; and 

An act for the relief of Captain James Mac Mec- 
Intosh, of the United States Navy. 


ADMISSION OF MINNESOTA. 


Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I move that the 
House proceed to the consideration of the busi- 
ness upon the Speaker’s table. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER stated the first question in or- 
der to be on the bill of the Senate (No. 86) forthe 
admission of Minnesota into the Union, upon 
which the gentleman from Maryland [Mr. Davis] 
was entitled to the floor. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland. Mr. Speaker, it 
is not my design to make any extended argument 
upon the quesuon before the House. I merely 
wish to assign very briefly the reasons why I 
cannot vote for the admission of Minnesota, Rea- 
sons were assigned yesterday, many of which I 
think ought to be decisive. The argument of my 
friend from Virginia, from the Accomac district, 
{Mr.Garnert,} would decide my judgment. The 
reason that 1, however, more especially rest my 
opposition to it upon, is one which was not urged 
yesterday at all. It was referred to in passing by 
my friend from Ohio, |Mr. Suzaman,] who, how- 
ever, did not go to the extent to which I think he 
might have gone,and perhaps ought to have gone. 
i allude to the suffrage clause of the constitution 
—to that portion of it which is as follows: ‘* White 
persons of foreign birth who shall have declared 
their intention to become ciuzens conformably to 
the laws of the United States upon the subject of 
naturalization;’’ who, of course, have not actu- 
ally become citizens of the United States. 

The only question that I desire to present to 
the House is, whether the State of Minnesota 
has a right, under the constitution of the United 
States, to confer the privilege of suffrage on that 
class of persons. If she have that right under the 
constituuon, then, whether wise or unwise, it is 
none of my business. If she have not the right to 
confer it upon this class of persons, then, in do- 
ing 80, she 1s directly affecting my rights under 
the Constitution of the United States; and that 
Consutution, in referring the question of the ad- 
mission of a State to this House, requires me in 
voung to express an opinion upon it. 

That the right of suffrage, under the constitu- 
tion of a State, does directly affect all the States 
of the Union, is apparent, with very little expla- 
nation. ‘The qualification for electors of Repre- 
sentatives in this Hall is made the same with the 
qualification of voters for the most numerous 
branch of the State Legislature. When, there- 
fore, she defines the qualification of voters for her 
Legislature, she defines likewise the persons who 
shall elect her Representatives, who, here in the 
Congress of the United States, pass laws which 
are to govern Maryland. These same electors 
elect the Legislature of the State which elects the 
Senators of the United States, who participate in 
the treaty-making power, and the power of ap- 


sroving of his appointments, as well as in matters | 
} t ’ 


of legisiation. ‘Therefore it is that for the State of 
Minnesota to confer upon unnaturalized foreigners 
the power to vote for the most numerous branch 
of her State Legislature, is to confer upon them, 
not merely power to govern the State of Minne- 
sota, or to misgovern it, but it confers on them 
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, tion thet may be referred to this House or to the 


Senate for their determination. If she have the 
right, under the Constitution, to govern my con- 
sutuents by alien votes, then, whether it be wise or 
unwise; whether it be neighborly or not; whether 
it be treating the other States of the Confederacy 
rightly or wrongly, is a subject upon which my 
mouth is sealed. If she have not the right, then 
itismy bounden duty here toexpress my opinion 
| upon it, and to give that opinion the sanction of a 
vote; and it is that which am prepared here this 


| Mr. Speaker, when the question of submitting 
the constitution of Michigan on the point of bound- 
aries to the people was pending, Mr. Calhoun 
made an argument on this question; and he there 
expressed the opinion that no State had the right 
to confer on unnaturalized foreigners a right to 
| vote. Ile deduced that from his idea that the right 
| to vote is an incident connected with the right of 
| citizenship, not that all citizens were entitled to 
| vote, but that none but citizens could be entitled 
to vote. His argument was in the nature of a 
| reductio ad absurdum. He argued itat length. He 
| did not trace it up to that clause of the Constitu- 
| tion which to my judgment is decisive upon the 
| point, but his arguments showing the difficulties 
that were involved in an opposite hypothesis were, 
in the absence of any other clause of the Consti- 
tution than that touching naturahzation, enough 
to show that it could not be a constitutional right. 
I shall not presume to weaken that argument by 
attempting to repeat it. I merely mean to adda 
reference to a clause of the Constitution of the 
| United States which, in my judgment, is decisive. 
The first words of the Constitution are familiar 
| toeverybody: ‘*We the people of the United States, 
in order to forma more perfect Union,”’ &c., ** or- 
dain the following Constitution.’’ In point of law, 
L supposed there had been no doubtas to the mean- 
ing of the words ** people of the United States,”’ 
| so far as this question is concerned. It is plain 


meaning any one, the political people of the Uni- 
ted States. It did not refer to foreigners residing 
in our midst. It did not refer to mere transitory 
| residents any more than it referred to slaves in the 
| southern States. 
a voice in determining that constitution, who con- 


| stituted the body-politic as_contradistinguished 
| from the inhabitants of the United States. 


And 
| that such was the opinion prevailing at that day 
is apparent by that other clause which provides 
the rule of direct taxation, which is to be determ- 
ined by the numbers of persons. 

Let us read the words defining the body of 
people who are to elect this House: ‘* The House 
of Representatives shall be composed of members 
chosen every second year.’? Chosen by whom? 
Not by the inhabitants of the various States, but 
chosen by the people of the several States. The 
| only question, then, is, what does the word 
‘*people,’’ in that connection, mean? Does it 
mean all persons incidentally within the limits of 
the State? Does it mean merely the residents of 
the States? If it mean that, then it will goto the 
extent of allowing a slave to be one of the people 
| of a State for the purpose of voting; and that is 
| the reductio ad absurdum of the objection. It would 
ro not merely to the extent of allowing the unnat- 
| uralized foreigner who had declared his intention 
of becoming a citizen, but it would allow any per- 
son, merely there fora day, to be one of the people 
of the State. New York could import her voters 


inthe evening. I submit that the word ‘ pare 
there must have the same meaning which it has 
above in the phrase ‘‘people of the United States,”’ 
as used in the first clause of the preamble of the 
Constitution of the United States. It refers, un- 
questionably, to the body-politic. And under these 


meaning of that clause, a member of the body- 
polituc. 

What is the meaning of the words, ‘‘people of 
the United States?’’? I suppose that it includes 





power to govern me and my constituents. Itgives | House that that is the only legal meaning of the 
the unnaturalized foreigner, who may be an alien | words. ‘That opinion has been expressed in lan- 


enemy at the moment of casting the vote, power 


| guage as explicit as any I can use, and greatly 


to determine questions of peace and war; power || more authoritatively, by the Chief Justice of the 


to determine questions relating to treaties with 


United States. That clause has been construed 


foreign Powers; power to determine every ques- || as definitely as any clause has ever been construed. 


that at that day the word people was regarded as | 


It referred to persons who had | 


from Canada in the morning and carry them back | 


words every person is excluded who is not, in the | 


only persons who are citizens of the United States. | 
I think that there will be no controversy in this 
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And without prolonging the argument upon t} 
point, 1 will merely read the language of the @),. 
Justice. 


8 


I may be permitted to say that J do not 
regard the decision of the Supreme Court as biad. 
ing upon this House on any political question; 

This House is undoubtedly the ultimate trijyy. 
upon such questions. Our judgment is sy\)j,., 
to no review by any tribunal. Yet, sir, this ‘jac 
been made, to some extent, a judicial question 
and one which has passed under review by ;), 
highest judicial tribunal of the United States; - | 
I will accord to that tribunal very great Weight i. 
guiding my own judgment; and it js in that yiey 
| shall close what I have said on this subject by 
reading the words of the Chief Justice to whic) | 
have referred : 


ject 


* The words, * people of the United States’ and ¢ citizens» 
are synonymous terms, and mean the same thing, 'Tyyy 
both deseribe the political body, who, according to our 1 
publican institutions, form the sovereignty, and who ho | 
the power and conduct the government through their rey 
resentatives. ‘They are what we familiarly call ‘the soy 
ereign people,’ and every citizen is one of this people and 
a coustituent member of this sovereiguty.’? 

Now, I suppose it will be conceded by gentle. 
men on all sides of the House, that if the const)- 
tution had provided that the qualification of elect. 
ors for Representatives in this House shall be that 
they shall be citizens of the United States, tha: 
clause in the constitution of Minnesota would not 
be in strict conformity with the Constitution of 
the United States. But that not having been done 
in words, the question arises whether they are not 
as much restricted by the Constitution as if it had 
said, in so many words, ** citizens of the United 
States,’’ instead of ‘people of the United States,” 

or ** people of the several States ?’’ 

Mr. JENKINS. I desire to know whether the 
gentleman from Maryland understands the opin- 
ion of the Chief Justice to be that a State cannot 
| permit unnaturalized foreigners to vote for mem- 
_ bers of Congress and State Legislature ? 

Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland. Mr. Speaker, if 
|} my honorable friend from Virginia will permit 
/ me, I must object to be drawn from the point Lam 

discussing. 1 think that the point he has raised 
1s not involved in anything I have said, and does 
| not touch exactly the point | am urging. 

Mr. JENKINS. My friend will allow me to 
say one sentence; and that is, that the opinions 
of the Supreme Court have been given directly in 
_ the opposite direction. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland. Neither the Su- 

reme Court of the United States nor the Chief 
eatin has decided any such question; but I must 
decline very respectfully to argue the question at 
this time. I quoted that decision merely for the 
meaning which the Chief Justice, in accordance 
' with the opinion which I have long entertained 

myself, assigned to the words, ‘* people of the 
| United States,’’ and the ** people of the several 
States,’’ in the clause to which I have referred. 
‘Thus that clause in relation to electors would 
leave the power inthe State, if it is understood in 
that way: thatthe State has the right to prescribe 
the qualifications of electors to the most numerous 
branch of the State Legislature exactly as it pre- 
scribes the qualifications of all electors under the 
| State constitution; but that that right can only be 
in conformity with any limitation which the Con- 
stitution of the United States may have imposed 
uponthe States. Itonly involves the ordinary idea 
that so far as the Constitution of the United States 
does undertake to determine anything, it is con- 
clusive over the State as well as over the individ- 
ual. And the only question open here is whether 
this is the meaning of the clause of the Consutu- 
tion of the United States. That, sir, is a question 
which directly pertains to us here. 

Mr. JENKINS. IL ask the gentleman simply 
to let me read two paragraphs from that decision, 
and let them be printed in his speech. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland. The gentleman 
will pardon me if I decline at present to have the 
Dred Scott decision, and its general correctness 
or incorrectness, made a part of this controversy. 
It has nothing to do with it. I merely refer to 
the construction of those words by a great judi- 
| cial mind, to show how it regarded these words. 
There I rest. ; 

Now, Mr. Speaker, this question is one which 
addresses itself directly to us. We are authorized 


| 


by the Constitution of the United States to judge 
| of the election and qualifications of our own mem- 
‘| bers. Congress is authorized to regulate the ume, 
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place, and manner of electing the members of this | 
House In judging, therefore, of the election of 


a member of this Fiouse, it is very possible the 
question may arise. The question has not yet 
directly arisen. It might have arisen in the case 
of Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. It is possible that 
ve may be called on to decide whether an unnat- 
wale red voter under a State constitution isa legal 
yoter. Ohio does not allow unnaturalized foreign- 
ers to vote; there are States which do allow. it; 
and the question may arise in that way. That 
question, therefore, is one which may be brought 


iis ectly before us for our decision; and, if I am | 


correct in the construction which I have given to 
the clause of the Constitution in que stion, when- 


ever that question arises, and the balance shall be | 


turned, between two contesting members, by un- 
naturalized votes being cast for one, we are bound 
to decide whether the Constitution of the United 
States is paramount to State constitutions; and 
whether, if it be so paramount, the meaning of 
that clause is the one I have assigned to it; be- 
cause, if an unnaturalized voter be not one of the 
people of the State within the meaning of the Con- 
stitution of the United States, then, as the Con- 
stitution of the United States says that Represent- 
atives shall be elected by the people of the State, 

the unnaturalized foreigner cannot cast his vote 
as one of the people of ‘the State; and the person 
here claiming a seat by virtue of a majority made 
up of such votes, cannot have his seat. 

So far as I am "concerned, 1 am free now to say 
that, whenever that question shall be presented to 
me as a judicial question, | am ready to vote upon 
it irrespective of party considerations, and | shall 

yote against the gentleman who here claims his 
seat by the votes of unnaturalized foreigners. 

You will perceive, therefore, Mr. Speaker, that 
the purport of my argument is to show that while 
the qualifications of electors for this House must 
be the same with those for the lower branch of the 
State Legislature; yet, since the people of the 
State alone are to elect, that carries with it an in- 
hibition on the State itself to make any one an 
elector for the lower branch of the Legislature 
who is not one of the political people of the State. 
That is all f have to say on this question. 

Mr. REAGAN. Idid not expect, Mr. Speaker, 
to enter into this debate with regard to the con- 
stitution of Minnesota, nor do I now propose to 
say anything on the gene ral subject. 

The gentleman from Maryland has just con- 
cluded an argument somewhat ingeniously ar- 
ranged, by which we are to understand it is his 
conviction that the Federal Government has the 
right to declare who shall be electors in a State. 
Although he does not assume the proposition 
boldly, I understand that to be the effect of his 
argument, and it is against that [ desire to enter 
my protest. The gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. 
SHERMAN,] yesterday, in making the opening 
speech on this subject, asserted the same propo- 
sition substantially. 

In looking at the debates on the formation of 
the Federal ‘Constitution, I think it will be ascer- 
tained that that question, as to who should regu- 
late the right of suffrage, was one that gave the 
convention very considerable trouble. 1t was de- 
termined that, from the difficulties which would 
attend an effort on the part of the Federal Gov- 
ernment to determine who shall be electors in the 
several States, the fixing of the qualifications of 
the electors should be left in the States respect- 
ively for their own control. 


I concur with that gentleman, and with others | 


who have spoken on the subject, that if 1 were 
discussing a bill to authorize the organization of 


a territorial government, I would limit the right | 


of suffrage in the Territory to citizens of the Uni- | 


ted States. 


and that far a sense of expediency and right will 
induce me to go. 


That far Congress has a rightto go, | 


But, sir, we are not now discussing what Con- | 
gress might do in determining the elective fran- 


chise in a Territory for territorial purposes. We 

are now discussing the provisions of the consti- 
tution of Minnesota. 
yet a State; but it is also true, that in our action 
upon this constitution we have to act upon itas if 


[tis true, Minnesota is not | 


it were a State. If, then, we undertake to say that | 


the provision of the constitution recognizing the 

right of unnaturalized foreigners to vote is viola- 
tive of the Constitution of the United States, weas- 
sert the power of Congress to determine in whom 


|, is upon the floor now, and the matter of natural- 


_the elective franchise shall rest in the several 
States. We can, with the same propriety, and 
with the same justice, and upon the same princi- 
ple, if that proposition be true, Say to the State of 
Pennsylvania, or to the State of Virginia, that no 
unnaturalized person in either of those States shall 
be an elector. There seems to be a strange con- 
founding of the power of Congress to authorize 
the naturalization of foreigners with the right of 
the States to determine who are qualified electors 
under their laws and constitutions. While the 
right has been reserved to Congress to pass a 
general naturalization law, no power has been 
reserved to Congress to declare who shall be the 
electors of a State. And I take it to be true and 
undeniable, that any State of this Union may au- 
thorize women to vote if it sees proper, or that 
minors may vote if it thinks proper, or it may au- 
thorize slaves—though the gentleman from Mary- 
land doubts it—to vote. ‘There is no power in 
Congress to revise the action of a State where it 


would not affect the right of representation upon 
this floor. 


Mr. MAYNARD. I would inquire of the gen- 
tleman from Texas whether he thinks that, under 
the Constitution of the United States, either an 
individual State or the people of a Territory, in 
framing a constitution, sepeid have the right to 

confer the right of suffrage upon an alien enemy? 

Mr. REAGAN. I will not undertake to an- 
swer that question now. It is not pertinent to the 
question before us. | may say this, however: that 
by the law of nations—a law which would be rec- 
ognized in acting upon any State question—we 
cannot do so, unless we are prepared to commit 
legal treason. Icannotsee why the question was 
asked. It can have no relation to the domestic 
government of the country. 

Mr. KELLY. Mr. Speaker, lam not going 
to dwell upon the legal arguments in reference to 
this question; but shall leave that to gentlemen 
who are better qualified to discuss questions of law. 
But, as gentlemen here, in making their remarks, 
directed many of their arguments against emigra- 
tion, and against the naturalization of foreigners, 
I intend to confine my remarks generally to that 
particular branch of the subject. I perceive that 
much of the discussion yesterday was directed to 
that particulgy point, and hence I shall endeavor, 
as far as I possibl y can, to remove the erroneous 
impressions which these remarks tended to make 

upon the House. 

Mr. SHERMAN, of Ohio. I rise to a ques- 
tion of order. The rule requires that the debate 
shall be pertinent to the question before the House. 
If the gentleman desires to make a speech upon 
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the benefits of emigration, I hope he will make it | 


in Committee 
in order here. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair cannot determine 
as yet whether the gentleman will be in order or 
not. The general question of emigration will not 
be opened to debate upon this bill. 

Mr. KELLY. WhatI shall say will be per- 
tinent to the issue before the House. 

Mr. SHERMAN, of Ohio. I insist on my 
question of order. I would inquire whether the 
subject of emigration, which 1s manifestly the 
question Ww hich the gentleman intends to discuss, 
is debatable on this bill? Ido not wish to em- 
barrass the gentleman, but desire, if he wants to 


of the Whole. Such debate is not 


debate that subject, that he shall do it in the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 


TheSPEAKER. The Chair is of opinion that 
| *the gentleman cannot indulge in the merits of the 
propositions incidentally discussed yesterday by 
the gentlemen from Kentucky and Tennessee, the 
pending question being the admission of Minne- 
sota. Incidentally, the gentleman can discuss the 
uestion of naturalization, as other gentlemen have 
one; but the gentleman must confine himself to 
the merits of the pending question. 
Mr. KELLY. Does the gentleman take ex- 
ception to the remarks I have made? 


he SPEAKER. The Chair is of opinion that | 
gentleman has sub- | 


a portion of the remarks the 
mitted indicates a determination upon the part 
of the gentleman from New York to discuss that 
which the Chair thinks is not in order. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I hope, by 
unanimous consent, the gentleman from New 
York will be permitted to deliver his speech. He 


5m 


ization is involved more or less in the merits of the 
question before the House 

Mr. SHERMAN, of Ohio. If unanimous con- 
sent be given, | am willing to go into Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, and allow 


the gentleman to speak, but I must object to it in 
the House. 


Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I submit that so 
much of the gentleman’s remarks as refer to the 


subject of emigration of persons to that Territory 
are in order, 


Mr. KELLY commenced the reading of his 
remarks. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks the gen- 


tleman cannot proceed unless by the unanimous 
consent of the House. 

Many Mempess. No objection. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Pe nnsylvania. With the un- 
derstanding that | may have an opportunity to 


reply, I have no objection to the genueman pro- 
ceeding. 


Mr. KELLY. It is singular that gentlemen 
should make objection, when it is a well known 
fact that the whole discussion on this bill has di- 
rected itself to that particular point. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is of opinion that 
the questions of emigration and naturalization have 
only been incidentally referred to by gentlemen 
during the discussion. It would not be in order 
to take up those two questions and discuss them 
elaborately and fully upon a bill to admit Minne- 
sota into the Union. 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. Irise toa 
question of order. {Ido not like to appeal from 
the decision of the Chair; but here, for instance, 
is a provision in the constitution of Minnesota 
which allows an unnaturalized alien to vote. 
What is the effect? Is that a stimulus to alien 
emigration? If itis, is not the policy of stimu- 
lating alien emigration directly a matter in issue 
under that clause ? 

The SPEAKER. But by the same process of 
reasoning, the gentleman from Kentucky cuuld 
discuss the whole social relations of the Old 
World, wherever the emigration comes from. 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. I think the 
whole social arrangements of those countries is a 
proper subject of discussion. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks not. 

Mr. WRIGHT, of Georgia. I would remark 
that the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Je arene) 
introduced this particular subject yesterday, an 
occupied twenty-five minutes in its discussion. 

The SPEAKER. Whenever the gentleman 
from New York confines his remarks to that 
branch of the question, the Chair thinks it will 
be in order; but as to the merits of emigration, or 
the general merits of the naturalization laws, the 
Chair thinks that those subjects are hardly before 
the Liouse. 

Mr. KELLY. I dislike very much to take an 
appeal from the decision of the Chair, particularly 
from the decision of the gentleman now occupy- 
ing the chair; but as | intended to make my re- 
marks on this subject, and as I cannot see any 
other opportunity to do so, I hope I will be al- 
lowed to proceed. 

Mr. SLIERMAN, of Ohio. Toenable the gen- 
tleman to do so in order, I shall move that the 
House resolve itself into the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

The SPEAKER. Debate is closed on the bill 
pending before the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union. 

Mr. SHERMAN, of Ohio. Well, let us take 
up some bill on which debate is not concluded. 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. I must object to 
that. 

Mr. CURTIS. 
the table. 

Mr. KELLY. I withdraw my appeal; but I 
think there is a disposition on the part of the 
House to let me go on. 

Several Members. There is; go ahead. 

The SEEAKER. Does the Chair understand 
that unanimous consent is given to the gentle- 
man’s proceeding? 

Mr. LOVEJOY. Not unless he is in order. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Pennsylvania. I object, be- 
cause if the gentleman is allowed to proceed othe r 
gentlemen must be allowed to speak in reply, and 
thus we would have a general debate in violation 
of the rules of the House; and I will notagree to 
violating the rules of the House. 


I move to lay the appeal on 
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Mr. KELLY. Inasmuch as there are objec- 
tions, I withdraw my appeal. I do not desire to 
force myself upon the House. 

Mr. ANDERSON. Mr. Speaker, having ex- 
amined the constitution under which Minnesota 
asks to be admit.ed into the Union, as one of the 
States of this Confederacy, I desire briefly to call 
the attention of the House to certain provisions 
contained in that constitution, which are, in my 
opinion, in violation not only of the spirit, but the 
letter, of the Constitution of the United States. 

Article seven, section one,declares that— 

* Every mat person of the age of twenty-one years, of 
upwards, belonging to either of the following classes, who 
shall have resided in the United States one year, and in this 
State four months next preceding any cleetion, shall be 


entitled to vote at such election, in the election district of 


whieh he shall at the time lave been forten days a resident, 
for all officers that now are, or hereafter niay be, elective 
by the people: 

First. White citizens of the United States. 

“second. White persone of foreign birth, who shall have 
declared their mtentions ta become citizens. contormabiv to 
the jaws of the United States upoa the subject of natural 
zation. 

‘Third, Persons of mixed white and Indian blood, who 
have adopted their customs and habits of civilization.” 

You perceive, Mr. Speaker, front this provis- 
ion of the constitution, that men, who have not 
thrown off their alleriance to the foreioen Govern- 
ment from whence they emigrated—citizens of the 
despotisms of the Old World—are permitted toex- 
ercise the right of suffrage, to make and unmake 
constitutions, to elect Governors, legislators, and 
judges; to participate equally with naturalized 
and native-born citizens in the administration of 
this Government. 

This power, so dangerous to our institutions, 
if unwisely and unpatriotically exercised, is pos- 
sessed by the people of no one of the States of this 
Union. [It was surrendered to the General Govern- 


ment, by the people of the United States, at the | 


time of the adoption of the Pederal Constitution. 

The eighth section of that instrament Gonfers 
upon Congress the power * to establish a uniform 
system of naturalization,’’ and at the close of that 
section it is declared that Congress may ** make 
all laws which shall be necessary for carrying into 
execution the foregoing powers.’’ Congress, in 
the exercise of that power, has prescribed, by law, 
the terms upon which a foreigner can become a 
citizen of the United States. Although born under 
a despotism, and reared beneath the frowns and 
oppressive rale of a tyrant, he may here, upon 
this soil consecrated to freedom, become a citizen 
of the United States, and enjoy all the privileges 
and immunities ofa native-born American citizen. 
But that law, the policy of which was adopted by 
the early fathers of the Republic, required that he 
shall have resided within the limits, and under 
the jurisdiction of the United States, for the term 
of five years; that he shall be a man of good moral 
character, attached to the principles of the Consti- 
tution of the United States. And when these facts 
are established to the satisfaction of a court bav- 
ing competent jurisdiction, he is not yet a citizen 
of the United States; but to entitle him to that no- 
ble appellation, and the inestimable rights that 
attach thereto, he must declare, on oath or affirm- 
ation, that he will support the Constitution of the 
United States, and that he doth, absolutely and 
entirely, renounce and abjure all allegiance and 
fidelity to every foreign prince, potentate, State, 
or sovereignty whatever; and, particularly, by 
name, the prince, potentate, State, or sovereignty 
whereof he was before a citizen or subject; and 
this proceeding is placed upon the records of the 
court. But this constitution, in defiance of this 
wise enactment by Congress, picks up a raw for- 
eigner, who is ignorant of our manners and cus- 
toms, our language, our laws and iastitutions, and 
by its magical influence, in the brief period of one 
year after he touches the soil and breathes the at- 


ee ete of Minnesota, endows him with all the | 


attributes and qualifications of a citizen. 

{ insist, Mr. Speaker, that the people of the 
United States, by the adoption of the Federal 
Constitution, clothed Congress with the exclusive 
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who is not a citizen of the United States; and that . 


an alien can have a right, by virtue of State au- 
thority, to vote for members of Congress and pres- 
idential electors, because the State confers upon 
him the power to vote for the most numerous 
branch of the Legislature.’? Are not the right to 
hold office and the exercise of the elective fran- 
chise, both euarantied to aliens under this State 
constitution, the highest possible elements of cit- 
izenship that can be conferred? Is not the exer- 
cise of this power on the part of the people of 
Minnesota in direct conflict with the power and 
authority of Congress, expressly granted by the 
Constitution of the United States? Both cannot 
exercise it. Either one or the other possesses it 
exclusively. Can there be any doubt as to which ? 
None, L apprehend, except with those who per- 
mit their zeal for ** State rights’ to warp their 


minds and bias their judgments. {| 


I, sir, profess to be an unyielding advocate for 
all the rights that can be fairly and rationally 
claimed by the States of this Confederacy. But, 
when the States have clearly and unquestionably 
parted with a right, let us yield itup. Can any 
one doubt that it was designed and intended by the 
framers of the Constitution of the United States | 
that there should be uniformity throughout the 
whole Confederacy in the naturalization of for- 
eigners? that the power should be exercised alone 
by the national Legislature ? Congress, in the ex- 
ercise of its power—for the purpose of guarding 
our institutions against the influence of foreign 
sentiments, principle, and prejudices, which might 
be impressed upon our laws and government 
through the ballot-box—has declared that a pro- 
bation of five years’ residence in our midst, and 
under the a of our institutions, is neces- 
sary on the fMrt of a foreigner to qualify him for 
ciuzenship; and yet the people of Minnesota, in 
violation of the express will of Congress, declared 
by virtue of and in conformity to the Constitution 
of the United States, assume the authority to say | 
that foreigners after one year’s residence shall be 
permitted to exercise the right of suffrage; shall 
go to the polls and nullify the votes of native-born 
and naturalized citizens, and mold, to some ex- 
tent, the institutions of the State, and control its | 
future destinies. 

I warn gentlemen from the Southof the conse- 
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has no right to claim protection, and to which he has no 
right to presenta petition. That the full force of the absurd. 
ity may be felt, it must be borne in mind that every depart. 
ment of the General Government is either directly or indi- 
rectly under the control of the voters in the several States 
The Constitution wisely provides that the voters forthe mos; 
numerous branch of the Legislatures in the several State. 
shall vote for the members ot the House of Representatives : 
and, as tie members of this body are chosen by the Legis}a’ 
tures of the States, and the presidential electors either hy the 
Legislatures or voters in the several States, it follows. as I 
have stated, that the action of the General Government js 
either directly or indirectly under the control of the voters 
in the several States. Now, admit that aState may confer 
the right of voting on all aliens, and it will follow, as a mat- 
ter of necessary consequence, that we might have among 
our Constituents persons who have not the right to claim the 
protection of the Government, Or to present a petition to jt, 
1 would ask my colleague if he would willingly bear the re. 
lation of Representative to those who could not claim his aid 
as Senator, to protect them from oppression, or to presenta 
peution, through him, to the Senate, praying for aredress of 
grievances?, And yet such might be his condition on the 
principle for which he contends. 

* But a still greater difficulty remains. Suppose a war 
shoutd be declared between the United States and the coun- 
try to which the alien belongs—suppose, for instance, that 


| South Carolina should confer the right of voting on alien 
, Subjects of Great Britain residing within her limits, and that 


war should be declared between the two countries : what, 
in such event, would be the condition of that portion of our 
voters? They, as alien enemies, would be liable to be seized 


| under the laws of Congress, aud to have their goods confis- 


cated and themselves imprisoned or sent out of the country, 
The principle that leads to such consequences cannot be 
true ; and I veniure nothing in asserting that South Carolina, 
atleast, will never give it her sanction or consent to actin 
it. She never will assent to incorporate, as members of her 
body-politic, those who might be placed in so degraded a 
condition and so completely under tite control of the Gen- 
eral Goverument.’? 


Mr. Calhoun also inguires into the objects of 


| the Constitution in conferring on Congress the au- 


thority of passing uniform laws of naturalization, 
and says: 


‘Tn conferring this power, the framers of the Constitution 
must have had two objects in view : one to present compe- 
ution between the States in holding out inducements for 
the emigration of foreigners ; and the other to prevent their 
improper influence over the General Government, through 


; such States as might nationalize foreigners, and could conter 


| longing to citizens. 


| would be perfectly nugatory. 
quences that must result from maintaining the || 


right of unnaturalized foreigners to vote in the || 


formation of State constitutions. The whole of 
the ‘Territories of this Union are rapidly filling up 
with foreigners. The great body of them are op- 
posed to slavery. Mark my word: if you do it, 
another slave State will never be formed out of 
the Territories of this Union. They are the ene- 
mies of the South and her institutions. 

I desire to call the attention of the members of 
this House to the following extracts from a speech | 
of the illustrious statesman of South Carolina, 


‘John C. Calhoun, delivered in the Senate of the 


United States, upon the application of Michigan 
for admission into the Union. The principal ob- 
jection urged by Mr. Calhoun to the admission 
of Michigan, was that her constitution conferred 
upon aliens the right of suffrage. He said— 

“The Constitution confers on Congress the authority to 
pass uniforin laws of naturalization. This will not be ques- 
tioned ; nor will it be, that the eflect of naturalization is to 
remove alienage.”’ ° * 7 - “To remove 
aliénage, is simply to put the foreigner in the condition ofa 
native-born. ‘Tothis extent the act of naturalization goes ; 
and no further.” 

** The next position | assume is no less certain ; that when | 
Congress has exercised its authority by passing a uniform | 
law of naturalization, (as ithas,) it excludes the right of ex, 
ercising a similar authority on the part of the State. Te 
suppose that the States could pass naturalization acts of their | 


on them the right of exercising the elective franchise, be- 
fore they could be sufficiently informed of the nature of our 
institutions, or were interested in their preservation. Both 
of these objects would be defeated, if the States may con- 
fer on aliens the right of voting, and the other privileges be- 
On that supposition, it would be almost 
impossible to conceive what good could be obtained, or evil 
prevented, by conferring the power on Congress. The power 
A State might hold out very 
improper inducements to emigration, as freely as ifthe power 
did not exist, and might confer on the alien all the political 
privileges belonging toa native-born citizen, not only to the 
great injury of the government of the State, but to an im- 
proper control of the Government over the Union. To illus- 


| trate what I have said, suppose the dominant party in New 


York, finding political power about to depart from them, 


| should, to maintain their ascendency, extend the right of 
| suffrage to the thousands of aliens of every language, and 
| from every portion ef the world, that annually pour into her 


great emporium : how deeply miglit the destiny of the whole 


| Union be affected by such a measure ! It might in fact place 
| the control over the General Government in the hands of 


those who know nothing of our institutions, and are indif- 


, ferent as to the interests of the country.” * * * 


** Michigan has attempted to confer the right to vote on 
aliens. She has no authority to confer such right under the 
Constitution. I have conclusively shown that a State does 
not possess it, much less a Territory, which possesses no 
power except such as is conferred by Congress. Congress 
has conferred no such power on Michigan, nor, indeed, 
could confer it, as it has no authority, under the Constitu- 


| tiou, over the subject, except to pass uniform laws of nat- 
| uralization.’’ 


Thus spoke the distinguished southern states- 


; man. 


Suppose, Mr. Chairman, that the foreign emi- 
gration to the United States for one year should 
concentrate in Minnesota: do we not know that 


they would have the complete control of the gov- 


| officers ? 


own, after Congress had passed a uniform law of naturati- || 
zation, would be to make the provision of the Constitution || 
7 * 


nugatory.”” . ° **T have shown thata 
ciuzen is not an alien, and that alienage is an insuperable 
barrier, till removed, to citizenship; and that it can only be | 
removed by complying with the act of Congress. It follows | 
of course, that a State cannot, of its own authority, make | 
an alien a citizen without such compliance. ‘To suppose it | 


, ean, involves, in my opinion, a confusion of ideas, which | 


power of conferring upon foreigners the right of || 


citizenship; and the Supreme Court of the United 
States have so affirmed. But, sir, I am met by 


the assertion that he is nota citizen of the United 
States by this provision in the constitution of 
Minnesota, but only a citizen of that State. Per- | 
mit me to say, in the language of Senator Hovs- 
ron, that “ it is an absurdity to say that a man 
can be a citizen of a State with Federal relations, 


must lead to innumerable absurdities and contradictions.” | 
. . * * . * * of * + | 
‘* Whatever difference of opinion there may be as to what | 
other rights appertain to a citizen, all must at least agree | 
that he has the right to petition, and also to claim the pro- | 
tection of his Governmeat. ‘These belong to him as a mem- | 
ber of the body-politic, and the possession of them is what | 
separates citizens of the lowest condition from aliens and 
slaves. To suppose that a State can make an alien a citi- | 
zen of the State—or, to present the question more specifi- | 


|| cally, can confer on him the right of voting, would involve | 
}| the abs ¢ 
'! over the action of the General Government, from which he ! 


urdity of giving him a direct and immediate control ! 


| 
| 


‘ 
' 
' 


ernment of that State, with all its machinery and 
Are we, the inheritors of the best and 
noblest Government on the earth, with institutions 
fashioned and approved by patriots of revolution- 
ary memory, willing to exhibit to the gratified 
gaze of the crowned heads of Europe the strange 
and monstrous spectacle of one of the States of 
this Union filled and taken possession of by their 
subjects, and its government controlled and admin- 
istered by them? Sir, let the honor of ourcountry, 
the memory of our fathers, and the purity and 
sacredness of the ballot-box, forbid it. 

The aspirants for political elevation, who would 
hazard the dearest interests of this Union to grat- 
ify their unhallowed ambition, and who are ever 
courting this ee power and influence, have 
not only induced the people of Minnesota (many 
of whom are doubtless foreigners) to place them- 
selves in a condition where they may have to sub- 
mit to foreign will and dictation, but they have 
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actually conferred upon the ignorant, degraded '| the dark mantle of despotism; with thoughts 


gavaze, the elective franchise. 


feelings, and sentiments unlike ours, many of 


Indians of mixed blood, the tawny sons of the || whom have come hither under the delusive idea 


forests, are also to participate in the administra- 
tion of the government. Roving savages, who 
have been raised in the wigwam and the chase, 
as ignorant of our laws and institutions as the 
Hottentots, are to have shirts put upon their 
backs and hats upon their heads, as evidence that 
they have adopted the customs and habits of civ- 
jlization, and then to be marched to the polls, | 
under the lead of some aspiring demagogue, to 

select a Governor, judges of the supreme court, 

and legislators. Whata mockery of popular sov- | 
ereignty ! whatan outrage upon free government! 

what a libel upon the character of our boasted in- 
stitutions! Are we, the Representatives of the 
freest and most enlightened nation on earth—we, 


that freedom consists in whatever their unbridled 
wills may dictate. Do the great body of these 
aliens possess the qualifications indispensably ne- 
cessary to enable them to exercise intelligently 
the right of suffrage. Many of them; ay, a large 
majority, are wholly ignorant of our language, 
the machinery of our Government, the genius 
and spirit of our institutions; and yet strange to 
tell, we are asked to place them, while under alle- 
giance toa foreign Government, incapable of com- 
mitting treason against our own, on a full and 
perfect equality with native-born citizens, the sons 


|| of our soil, the legitimate inheritors of tais Gov- 


| ernment, to putin their keeping, and under their 


who have been placed here upon the watch-tower || 


of liberty, to guard with sleepless vigilance the | 
purity and sacredness of the ballot-bex, the great 
avenue of approach to the citadel of our liberties, 
to permit a people asking us to confer upon them 
State sovereignty thus to cheapen and dishonor 
the elective franchise, and endanger the stability 
of our institutions?» Are we to permit the destiny 
of one of the States of this Confederacy by pos- 
sibility to be placed in the keeping of unnatural- 
ized foreigners and Indians? Sir, I would fain 
hope that the intelligence and patriotism of a ma- 
jority of the American population of Minnesota 
‘forbid it. 

But, sir, what is still more strange, the people 
of Minnesota, not satisfied with the bestowment | 
of suffrage upon the subjects of the kings and 
potentates of Europe, have declared in their fun- 
damental law that a residence of twelve months | 
will qualify them to become Senators and Repre- 
sentatives of the State Legislature, judges of the 
supreme and district courts; and that the moment 
they become naturalized citizens they are quali- 
fied to occupy the gubernatoriel chair—veto laws 
passed by the Representatives of the people, and 
actas commander-in-chief of the military and na- 
val forces. And not satisfied with furnishing to 
us this evidence of their appreciation of the inter- 
esting population of the d 
rope that are now being daily thrown upon our 
shores, the sixteenth and seventeenth sections of 
the schedule provide that upon the second Tues- 
day, the 13th day of October, 1857, an election 
shall be held for members of the House of Rep- 
resentatives of the United States, Governor, Lieu- 
tenant Governor, supreme and district judges, 
members of the Legislature, and all other officers 
designated in this constitution; and also the sub- 
mission of this constitution to the people for their 
adoption or rejection. 

Upon the day so designated as aforesaid, every 

Sree white male inhabitant over the age of twenty- 
one years, who shall have resided in the limits of the 


State for ten days previous to the day of said election, || 


may vote for all officers to be elected under this 
constitution at such election, end also for er against 
the adoption of this constitution. 

Not satisfied with the permanent righta of suf- 
frage, conferred upon aliens under the constitu- | 
tion, after twelve months’ residence, to cap the 
climax of this submissiog to foreign influence, 
every foreigner, who had resided ten days within 
the limits of the State, though it may not have 
been more than twenty days since he landed upon | 
our shores, fresh from the hot-beds of despotism, 
with no declared intention of ever becominga citi- 
zen of the United States, was permitted to vote 
for oragainst the constitution, for members of the 
House of Representatives of the United States, 
and for all State officers. 

Sir, the proud temple of our liberty is now tot- 
tering amidst the frantic and damning waves of 
sectionalism and Red-Republicanism that lash 
its base. The virtue, intelligence, and devotion 
to country, of our own citizens reared under the 
shadow of the star-spangled banner, with its hal- | 
lowed and patriotic associations, are now being 
tested to the utmost extent, in the attempt to pre- 
serve our glorious Union; and from present indi- 
cations, the strong probability is, that we shall 
prove inadequate to the task. And yet, at this 
critical period in the history of our country, we 
are asked to admit a State into this Union, whose 


destiny may be controlled by men born, raised, | 


| 


and educated in foreign countries; enveloped ia, || 


guidance—in part at least—our country and its 
institutions. 
Yes; we, with revolutionary blood coursing our 


veins; we, who have been taught from our child- 


| 6 we live, and move, and have our being, 


hood to look upon the flag of our Union with 
emotions of pride and admiration; we, who have 
drunk the milk of republicanism from our earliest 
infancy; we, who have made the scenes of the Rev- 
olution our daily companions, and held constant 
communion with the spirits of our ancestors, yet 
breathing in the glorious institutions under which 
”? are 
boldly asked to confer—not upon naturalized for- 
eigners, but upon aliens, subjects of the crowned 
heads of Europe, men who owe allegiance to for- 
eign potentates and Powers, the sworn enemies 
of our institutions—all the rights and immunities 
of naturalized and native-born citizens; to bestow 
upon them an equal participation with us in the 
making of State laws, in the administration of 
a State government, and even in the election of 
Representatives and Senators to the national Le- 
gislature. Think you that they are competent to 
the performance of these high political functions? 
No; you know they are not. Why, then, indorse 
such an enormous political heresy ? Why perpe- 


| trate such a monstrous outrage upon the rights 


| of American and naturalized citizens? 


ifferent nations of Eu- || 


Others 
may do it if they choose. I, for one, shall never 
be instrumental in conferring upon that army of 


| foreigners now being landed upon our shores— 
| numbering from three to five hundred thousand 


every year—political power before they have even 
served out the short probation required by the 
laws of the land, enacted in obedience to the Con- 
stitution of the United States. 

Sir, this is said to be an age of progress. Inthe 
arts and sciences, in mechanics and agriculture, it 
is emphatically so; but, in my humble judgment, 
so far as the science of government is concerned, 
itis an age of reckless innovation and wild adven- 
ture. Neither laws nor constitutions can stay the 


‘ruthless hand of demagogism and political em- 


| the inordinate and selfish ambition of man. 


pyricism. Every barrier erected by the purest 
patriotism, operating on the highest intelligence, 
must give way before the fell spirit of party, and 
i Sir, 
the question may well force itself upon every re- 
flecting mind, is the nationality of this mighty 
Republic to be destroyed? Are our laws to be 
made and our constitutions to be framed by for- 
eigners? Are we no longer able to govern our- 
selves; to pilot the mighty ship of State, so nobly 


|| and majestically fashioned and safely launched 


upon the ocean of freedom by our illustrious an- 
cestors? 

Is this country dedicated to human liberty; rich 
in all the varied productions of earth; possessing 
every element of material and political greatness 
and beauty, magnificence and prosperity, that the 
human mind can conceive of or the human heart 
desire,to be the great receptacle of the overflow- 
ing nations of the globe, into whose bosom is to 


| be thrown the redundant population of the Old 


} 
} 


i 


World, many of whom are transmitted by their 
Governments in consequence of their crimes and 
poverty? And are they to be our peers in the ex- 
ecutive, judicial, and legislative administration of 
our Government, as are American citizens, born 
beneath the flag of my country. With revolution- 
ary blood coursing my veins, I solemnly protest 
against it. Let others do as they may,! shall not 
vote for the admission of a State into this Union 
whose constitution tolerates alien suffrage, solong 
as [remain a member of the American Congress. 

Sir, 1 ask not to close our doors against tle 
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** downtrodden”’ millions of Europe—the honest 
and industrious—let them come; this is the 
* Land of the tree and the home of the brave.” 


Let them be protected in the enjoyment of life, 
liberty, and property. Let them become familiar 
with our institutions, our form of government, 
the principles upon which jt is administered. Let 
them learn our language, become assimilated to us 
in Our manners and customs, our thoughts, feel- 
ings and sentiments. Let them learn fully to 
comprehend the inestimable value of the political, 
civil, and religious blessings that we enjoy. In 
other words, let them become fully Americanized, 
and then, and not till then, should they divide 


| with us the honors and responsibilities of Gov- 


ernment. Thisis what the patriotic and sensible 
foreigner demands; surely Americans should de- 
mand no less. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I desire to ad- 
dress the House on this question before the vote 
is taken. Ido not desire to have the vote taken 
to-day; but as no other member is seeking the 
floor, 1 move to postpone its further consideration 
till to-morrow. 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. I desire to 
address the House on this subject; but if any ar- 
rangement is desired to be made for to-day, I will 
make my remarks to-morrow. ? 

The question was taken on Mr. Srepaens’s 
motion, and it was agreed to. 


LEGISLATIVE, ETC., APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. J.GLANCY JONES. I move that the 
rules be suspended, and that the Louse resolve 
itself into the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The [Louse accordingly resolved itself into the 


| Committee of the Whole on the state of the 


Union, (Mr. Burnett in the chair,) and resumed 


. . . y . 
the consideration of House bill No. 201, making 

| appropriations for the legislative, executive, and 

| judicial expenses of the Government for the fiscal 


year ending June 30, 1859, the pending question 
being on the amendment of the gentleman from 
North Carolina [Mr. Rurgin] to the amendment 
of the gentleman from Ohio, |Mr. Srantow,] to 
strike out of lines one hundred and thirty-eight 
|} and one hundred and thirty-nine the following 
| words: **draughtsmen employed on the land 
maps;’’ and in line one bundred and forty-one to 
strike out the words ‘* $25,000,’ and insert the 
| words ** $8,440.’ 
Mr. BRANCH. When the committee was last 
in session, the Chair ruled as out of order the 
| proviso, proposed by my colleague, repealing the 
| resolution of the 18th of May, 1843. | think that 
the chairman was then under a misapprehension, 
and did not understand that it was only a resolu- 
tion of the House, and nota law of the United 
States. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair would suggest 
to the gentleman from North Carolina that, al- 
| though the original resolution under which the 
clerks were employed might not strictly be called 
legislation, yet the proviso attached to the amend - 
| mentof the gentleman’s colleague would certainly 
| be independent legislation in this bill. For that 
reason the Chair ruled it out of order. 
Mr.J.GLANCY JONES. I want to have my 
| question of order settled. Whiatis the rule upon 
the subject? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair would suggest 
to the gentleman from Pennsylvania that both the 
amendments propose to strike out. 

Mr. J.GLANCY JONES. Well, the rule,as 
| I understand it, is, that where one motion is to 

perfect the bill, and the other to strike out en- 
lirely, the motion to perfect the bill takes prece- 
cence. 

The CHAIRMAN. If the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania will notice the amendment of the 
gentleman from North Carolina, he will see that 
the point he makes is not well taken. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. If the amendment of 
the gentleman from North Carolina shall be suc- 
cessful, it will abolish these map clerks, ae I un- 
derstand it. 

Mr. RUFFIN. That will be its effect. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. Then | trust it will 
be voted down. 

Mr. RUFFIN. 
order. 


I submit that debate is not in 
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Mr. BARKSDALE. Iunderstand that, if that 


amendment is adopted, these clerkships will be | 


abolished. 

Several Mempers. Yes! yes! 

Mr. PHELPS demanded tellers on Mr. Rur- 
FIN’s amendment to the amendment. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Rurrim and 
Drawn were appointed. 

‘The committee divided; and the tellers reported 
—nyes 46, noes 71. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

‘The question then recurred on Mr. Stanton’s 
amendment. 

Mr. WALBRIDGE. Will not that amend- 
ment reduce the force to the point recommended 
by the Committee on Public Lands? 

“Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. The reduction from 
$25,000 to $17,000 will cause a reduction of the 
force from nine to five—to three clerks and two 
draughtsmen—which has been recommended b 
the Committee on Public Lands; and I hope it 
will be agreed to. 

Mr.WALBRIDGE. When will that take place? 

Mr. COBB. The first of next month. 

‘The question was taken, and the amendment 
was agreed to. 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. I am instructed 
by the Committee of Ways and Means to offer 
the following amendment: 

Fortwo mail bovs at 900 each, and messenger in charge 
of the southern extension, £3,300. 

This amendment does not increase the appro- 
priation. Itis offered at this particular point so 
that it may come under the head of contingent ex- 
penses. It provides the salary for the boys who 
carry the members’ mails. ‘The appropriation is 
in accordance with law, and this amendment is 
made here for the purpose of correcting a clerical 
mistake. 

Mr. MASON. It may be all true what the gen- 
tleman has said that this is in accordance with 
law. When the messengers in the office of the 
postmaster of the House received $2 50a day, 
they carried these mails themselves; but just so 
soon as their salaries are advanced to $1,400 a year 
they got to be above that duty, and had substi- 
tutes employed todo their work. There are, then, 
two sets of officers employed for doing the same 
duty. If it is the pleasure of the House to con- 
tinue these sinecure places, they can agree to this 
appropriation, It is in accordance with law, of 
course, for these messengers to have fellows ap- 
pointed and paid out of the Treasury to do their 
work for them. Lam opposed to the whole sys- 
tem that is going on here. 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. Lam willing to go 
with the gentleman for reform at the proper place, 
but Lam unwilling to put general legislation upon 
the appropriation bills. ‘hese mail! carriers are 
provided for by law, and their salaries are fixed 
by law. ‘This appropriation, then, 1s simply in 
accordance with law. 
it consistent with the resolution by which they 
were created, which provides for their pay from 
the contingent fund. 

if my friend, | repeat, will commence his re- 
form by moving to repeal bad laws and resolu- 
tions, | will go with him. I will go with him to 
abolish these map clerks, and to reduce salaries 
where they ought to be reduced. 

Mr. MASON. The gentleman is full in his 
promises; but | introduced a bill in the early part 
of the session providing for reform here, and the 

itleman voted against it. 

Mr.J. GLANCY JONES, What bill was that? 

\ir. MASON. The bill regulating all the offi- 

rsof this House. I noticed, too, that the gen- 
(ieman voted to continue these land-map clerks, 
and that he is opposed to a change of the law in 
that respect, | 


Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. | 


Mr. MASON. The gentleman would not vote 
to sustain the Committee of Accounts in repealing 
the law im @ separate measure. [am not here 
with any expectation of being able to stop these | 
‘ppropriations., It seems, sir, that all these ap- 
propriations can be passed, but every manner of 
objection and delay is interposed to the passage 
of the old soldiers’ pension bill. Every means, 
every rale and law are used to prevent the pas- 
soge of that measure, which provides for those 
wo have meritoriously served their country. — | 


The object of it is to make | 


I am opposed to || 
such a change in the appropriation bills. || 


} 


Mr. GREENWOOD. That bill is not under 
consideration; and I make the point that the gen- 
tleman is not in order in debating it. 

Mr. MASON. Nothingisinorderexcept what 
relates to this extravagant system of map clerks, 
and what not. 

Mr. J.GLANCY JONES. I am sorry that 
the gentleman has worked himself up into the 
state of feeling he has. 

Mr. SEWARD. I thought we were under the 
five minute rule. If so, then the gentleman is 
notin order, for there has been one speech in favor 
of the amendment by the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania, and one against it by the gentleman 
from Ke ntucky. 

Mr. J.GLANCY JONES. Iwill move to add 
five cents to the appropriation, to get rid of the 
gentieman’s point. I hope that will not be con- 
sidered too extravagant an increase. 

Mr. SEWARD. As the gentleman seems to 
stand on etiquette, I will insist that his remarks 
shall be confined to the reasons for an increase of 
five cents. [Laughter. ] 

Mr. J.GLANCY JONES. Very well; I hope 
that I will be allowed to reply to the remarks of 
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the gentleman from Kentucky, who saw fit to | 


make an attack upon me. 

Mr. MASON. I did not make an attack; I 
stated facts. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I move to strike 
out of that amendment ** $3,000.”’ I desire to ask 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania how many mes- 
sengers and mail boys we employ in the post of- 
fice, and what the necessity for them is? 
ollect when we had but four messengers, at a 
compensation of $2 50 per day. Their compen- 
sation was increased, from time to time, until it 
was made $1,400 perannum. After that the mes- 
sengers employed mail boys, at twenty-eight or 
thirty dollars per month, during the session. More 
recently, they have duplicated all the messengers 
there, by giving them mail boys at a salary of 
$900 per annum each. I can see no necessity for 


both the mail boys and the messengers, and there- | 


fore I shall vote against the amendment. 
Mr. J. GLANCY JONES 


I rec- | 


In reply to the 


gentleman from Tennessee, I will say that there | 


are five messengers employed. I have already said 
they are employed in pursuance of law. ‘There 
is an act of Congress directing theiremployment. 
Their salaries are fixed. If it is the pleasure of 
the committee to repeal these laws by refusing to 


appropriate the money to carry them out, I want | 
them to understand that I have ne feeling upon 
the subject, though I do not consider thata proper | 


mode of proceeding. If they refuse to appropri- 
| g pprop 


ate money to pay a debt, I have no feeling upon | 


the subject, though I am not in favor of repealirg | 


alaw in that way. 
bility. We are bound to appropriate money ac- 


Upon them be the responsi- | 


cording to law, but the committee have the power | 


to refuse to pay its debts if it chooses. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. J would inquire 
of the gentleman under what law the messengers 
or mail-boys provided by this amendment are ap- 


pointed, and by what law their employment is 
authorized ? 


Mr. J.GLANCY JONES. I have not the law or 
resolution at hand, but if it is the pleasure of the 
committee to have the law or resolution read, I can 
have it hunted up in a short time. The estimates 
are sent to the Committee of Ways and Means, 
based upon laws, or upon resolution, They are 
sometimes based upon acts of Congress, some- 
times upon joint resolutions, and sometimes upon 
simple resolutions of the House. Those appro- 


priations which relate exclusively to the House | 


itself, such as the salaries of its officers, &c., are 
based upon our own resolutions, and are paid out 
of the contingent fund of the Hoase. 

{Here the hammer fell.] 


The question was then taken on the amend- | 


ment to the amendment—to strike out ** $3,000;”’ 
and it was disagreed to. 


The question recurring on the amendment of || 


the gentleman from Pennsylvania, 

Mr. GREENWOOD demanded tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Jackson and 
Burrinton were appointed. 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. With the permis- 
sion of the committee, I will now read the resolu- 
tion to which I referred: 

Resolved, That the Clerk of tae House of Representatives 





|| out of the United States Treasury. 


| 


| 
| 


} 


| 


| is paid to boys performing similar duties in the 





May 

, ay 5, 
of the United States be, and he is hereby, ordered to sie 
out of the contingent fund of the House, to the two bows 


accompanying the mail wagon , the same compensation ag 


Senate, 
commence at the commencement of this Congress, &¢, ” 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Then there js no 
authority of law for their appointment. 

The House then divided; and the tellers re. 
ported—ayes 87, noes 32. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. SEWARD. I move to add to the amend. 
ment just adopted the following: 

Provided, That no part of the money hereby appropriated 
shall be paid to clerks of committees appointed under res- 
olutions of the present House of Representatives. 

I have presented that with a view of testing the 
sincerity of gentlemen on the subject of economy. 

Mr. J.GLANCY JONES. Does the gentleman 
want that provision to apply to the whole bill ? 

Mr. SEWARD. No, sir; 1 only wish it to 


apply to that portion of the bill which provides 
| payment for the clerks I have referred to. 


Now, Mr. Chairman, I would like the gentle. 
men of the Committee of Ways and Means to 
explain why it is that there is an appropriation in 
the bill for the clerk of the Committee of Claims, 
one on page 35, and the other on page 5, and one 
for $1,850 and the other for $1,800, and for the 
clerks to no other committee ? 

My proviso, as I have said, is to test the sin- 
cerity of gentlemen’s professions of economy. 
Nearly every committee of this House, by reso- 
lutions adopted during this session, have been 
granted leave to employ clerks. I admit that it 
may be proper for two or three of the principal 
committees of the House to have clerks, but surely 
a clerk is not necessary for every committee. | 
understand that a gentleman who has been loud 
in the expression of his wish for a reform, had a 
clerk appointed for the Committee of Accounts, 
and paid for without authority of law. 

A few days ago, when a question was up to ap- 
propriate money to carry outa resolution adopted 
by the House, it was resisted, on the ground that 
it was extravagant and unnecessary. The gen- 
tlemen who voted against that appropriation, in 
attempting to defend themselves against a charge 
of repudiation, which I was of the opinion prop- 
erly attached to them, undertook to say that it 
was public plunder, an outrage upon the public 
Treasury, and an unnecessary waste of the pub- 
lic money. Yet some of the gentlemen who urged 
thatargument have been securing the appointment 
of clerks to committees, under resolutions of the 
House, and are now willing to vote to pay them. 
I protested at the time that if the House did not 


| intend to annul all its future action, it should 


resist the exercise of the power asked for; and I 
now offer this proviso, to see whether gentlemen 
will adhere to their former votes. 

{ will not undertake to go into the question of 
what control the House has over its contingent 
fund; but T say that these clerks draw thousands 
from the Treasury when some of them absolutely 
do nothing. They are appropriated to the use and 
convenience of chairmen of committees in order 
that what these chairmen may say here may in 
print be circulated through their districts for the 
advancement of their political interests. If this 
useless system is to be-continued, and these un- 
necessary clerks are to be employed, I shall insist 


| that one be appointed for each member and Dele- 


gate of this House. 


If the thing is right in part, 
itis right in the whole. If, by some particular 
management, any gentleman can ingratiate him- 
self in the affections of the Speaker, and secure an 


appointment of the head of a committee, I do not 


understand that that invests him with any extraor- 
dinary privileges. Nine times out of ten, and 
I say it with all respect, the Speaker is most egre- 
giously mistaken in the selection of men as heads 
of committees. [Laughter.] 

By being elevated to the head of these commit- 
tees, they acquire a fictitious reputation before the 
country, when we here cannot understand what 
particular fitness and capacity gave them the office; 
what capacity for the Fuller Committee, the 
Ways and Means Committee, the Public Lands 
Committee, or any other committee. I am op- 
posed to indorsing men that they may go out to 
the country as greater men than they really are; 
and I am opposed to conferring extra privileges 
upon them in giving each a clerk, to be paid for 
I do not re- 
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ton anybedy. But, sir, we know that many 

og these clerks are corresponde nts of news- 
naners, and that we see an article frequently in- 
‘opted in those papers puffing these chairmen and 

ing them credit to which they are not entitled. 

iT aughter.] Sometimes they are connected with 
‘ye Executive Departments, and some of them are 
orters. 
Ilere the hammer fell.]} 
Mr. LETCHER. If my friend had looked at 

third page and had read it, he would have 
und that the clerks for the C ommittee on Claims 
and the Committee on Finance applied to the 
Sppate; that is, apermanent clerk for each of those 
committees, fixed by law, with a legal salary as- 
On the fifth page he will find that the 
clerks for the Committee of Ways and Means 
and the Committee of Claims are also permanent 
clerks in this House, with fixed salaries assigned 
tothem. When he comes tothe clause under con- 
sideration, let me say that that is intended to meet 
the case of the clerks who have been appointed 
nnder resolution of the House, and who ought 
to be paid for their service, the House having di- 
rected their employment. I think, myself, that 
perhaps my friend from Georgia had some hand 
ingetung a clerk for the Committee on Naval Af- 


gimned, 


fuirs. 

Mr. SEWARD. The gentleman is mistaken; 
lo OF 1 sed it. 

LETCHER. Youdid? 

a SEWARD. We have no more use fora 
clerk on that committee than we have for the man 
in the moon—not a particle. 

Mr. LETCHER. I am very glad to hear it, 
and | will withdraw all that I said; itis so much 
better than I expected from my friend from Geor- 
_ Pc SEWARD. The gentleman does not usu- 

y have such good associates as [ am, and that 
is a reason why he is so much surprised. 

Mr. LETCHER. The only question iswhether, 
after directing the clerks to be employed, you will 
appropriate money to pay them. 

Mr. MASON. I move to amend the amend- 
ment by inserting the word ** proper.”’ I will 
not ask the gentleman whether he alluded to me 
as one who ‘has been inconsistent with his pro- 
fessions here. 

Mr. J.GLANCY JONES. 
gentleman to order. 
ply to him. 

Mr. MASON. You can reply when I have 
done. 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. I want the gentle- 
man to confine his remarks to the propriety of 
inserting the word ** proper.’”’? That is the rule 
that was laid down for me. 

Mr. MASON. I will confine them to proper 
remarks. I only propose to state facts, and they 
are always proper. And, in the first place, | would 
advise the gentleman from Georgia, as the Pres- 
ident did a certain committee of northern gentle- 
men, before he makes a charge, to ascertain dis- 
tinctly whether it is true. 

Mr. SEWARD. If [have misrepresented any 
fact, { should like the gentleman to state what it 


‘Mr. MASON. 
insinuate a charge against me, which has been cir- 
culating round in an underhand manner, that not- 
withstanding that I have opposed all these things, 
{ had myse Af employed aclerk on the Committee 
of Accounts. Well, now, that is not so. The 
Committee of Accounts some time ago employed 
a temporary messenger. 

Mr. SEWARD. Did you not use him as a 
cif rk? f 

Mr. MASON. No, sir. 

Mr. SEWARD. Well, a messenger is much 
worse. 

Mr. MASON. Mr. Spriyner, one of the mem- 
hers of the committee, had most of the time of 
this temporary messenger, as he had the exam- 
oa of accounts for engraving, amounting to 
250,000, and he had to run down to the Super- 


I must call the 
I had no opportunity to re- 


is 


I understand the gentleman to 


fnaeba ‘nt of Public Printing day after day to get | 


at the facts necessary, in order to decide fairly 
upan these claims. The Committee of Accounts 
hada right toemploy a temporary messenger, and 
it has been done a thousand times. I was on the 
committee but a short time. and had very little to 
do with the matter; but I suppose that when the 
work is done for which this man was employed, 


the committee will dismiss him, if they have not 


done so already. He was only te mporarily em- 
ployed for a temporary purpose 
There are various other c harge: s floating around 
ae proceeding from interested parties, not for 
the purpose of public benefit, but with the purpose 
of showing that those who are here st ending , by 
the Treasury of the country and the rights of the 


| people have ‘done something wrong. It isa petty 


| the amendment, 


little slander. 

[flere the hammer fell. 

Mr. GREENWOOD. | am very anxious that 
the House should proceed with the consideration 
of this bill, as | understand that the Senate are 
ready for another appropriation bill. I oppose 
and ask for a vote upon it. 

Mr. MASON. I withdraw my amendment. 

Mr. SEWARD. And I will withdraw my 
amendment, having said all that I want to say. 

Mr. J.GLANCY JONES. [am instructed by 
the Committee of Ways and Means to offer the 
following amendment. 

Insert after the amendment last adopted, as fcl- 
lows: 

For furnishing committee rooms, retiring rooms, and of. 
fices in the south wing of the Capitol extension with gas 


fixtures, chandeliers, iron safes, and other furniture, 
$40,000. 


At the time the estimates were made, the ex- 
pense had not been ascertained for furnishing the 
committee rooms attached to this Hall with gas 
fixtures, &c. Various items were neglected; and 
that explains the reason why the amount is asked 
for in an amendment instead of being in the ori- 
ginal bill. I ask the Clerk to read the letters 
which [I send up. 

The Clerk read the letters; as follows: 


EPRESENTATIVES U.S 
April 23, 1858. 
Sir: In addition to the item “for furniture and repairs, 
and boxes for members, $10,009, contained in the esti- 
mates of appropriations for the service of the fiscal vear end- 
ing the 30th of June, 1859, under the head of contingent 
expenses of the Llouse of Representatives, a further sum of 
$40,000 will be required to furnish the committee rooms, 
retiring rooms, and oilices in the south wing of the Capitol 
extension, With gas fixtures, chandeliers, iron safes, and 
other furniture. 
Very respectfully, J.C. ALLEN, 
Clerk of the House of Representatives U.S. 
Hon. J. Guancy Jones, 
Chairman Coinmiitee Ways and Means. 


OFrrice oF Tne Horse or R ss 


Orrice or Hovse or REPRESENTATIVES, 
April 29, 1858. 

Sin: Your letter of the 28th, asking further explanations 
in regard to the estimate from this office of $10,000 required 
to furnish committee rooms, retiring rooms, offices, &c., in 
the south wing of the Capitol, has been duly received, and 
I hasten to answer the interrogatories propounded. First, 
you ask: 

“Of the different articles provided forin said estimate, 
what amount was furnished by the former Clerk of the 
llouse of Representatives, and what amount by yourself ?”? 

This estimate simply covers the articles already furnished 
by me, and which will be required during the ensuing fiseal 
year. And it may not be out of place here to state, that the 
committee rooms were furnished in accordance with requi- 
sitions from the chairmen of committees occupying said 


| rooms—the various offices under direction of their respect- 


| and certified to by Mr. Cullom, the late Clerk. 


| to that amount, 


ive heads—and the remaining offices and rooms after con- 
sultajion with the Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
In the selection of the furniture, great care has been taken 
in regard to durability and cheapness, with the view of pro- 
tecting the Government from excessive charges by the em- 
ployment of several intermediate agents. I visited nearly 
all the heavy manufactories and warehouses in New York 
and Philadelphia, and directed the purchases myself. The 
Committee of Accounts delegated two of their number to 
examine the articles purchased, with the bills for the same. 
Both gentlemen have expressed themselves as being entire- 
ly setisfied with the prices, quality, and durability of the 
furniture. 

In the month of February last, bills were filed in this of 
fice by Mr. Fitsbaugh for the sum of nearly nine thousand 
dollars, mainly for carpets and upholstery in the new Hall, 
Thus far, 
these are the only bills left unpaid by my predecessor, for 
furniture and repairs. ‘They are not included in the-esti- 
mate of $40,000, in consequence of their suspension by the 


| Committee of Accounts in consequence of alleged excess- 


ive charges. 

Second, you ask, “ What amount has been heretofore 
appropriated by Congress or estimated for by the late Clerk 
of the House of Representatives, or by yourself, for any or 
all of the items contained in the aforesaid estimate ?”? 

The customary appropriations by the past and several 
preceding Congresses for furniture and repairs, including 
boxes for members, &c., has been from ten to twelve thou- 
sand dollars. The late Clerk’s estimate for the ensuing fis- 
cal year is placed at Wit 000, the usual amount. The sum 
now estimated by me (340,000) will be required in addition 
for the purposes already designated. 

Very respectiully, J. C. ALLEN, 
Clerk House of Representatives, United States. 


Hon, J. Guancy Jones, 
Chairman Committee Ways and Means. 
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Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. I merely wish the 


committee to understand that this ts a debt in- 


|eurred by the Government for furnishing the 


rooms attached to this Hall—for gas fixtures, 
pipes, furniture, &c. The debt has been already 
incurred, and this is an appropriation to pay it. 

Mr. STANTON. I desive to ask the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvaniaa question. Will he ex- 
pl un to me how this can be a proper appropria- 
tion for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1859, and 
why it was not put into the deficiency bill for the 
current year? 


Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. This was not a 


mattertowhich [ attached much importance. The 


| been already furnished; 


estimate was sent in by the Clerk of the House, 
as such estimates usually are. The goods have 
but, from my understand- 
ing of the case, they will not be paid for before 
the Ist of next July. The estimate was not sent 
in in time for the deficiency bill. Perhaps the 
gentleman is right technically. If it be the pleas- 
ure of the House not to pay for the furniture, 


why it may vote down the amendment. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I suppese if it is 
a debt of the Government, it must be paid; and 
if the Government has not got the money, I sup- 
pose it must borrow it. I listened to the reading 
of these letters from the Clerk. There was a good 
deal said in them about desks and seats for mem- 


bers, and all that; but not one word about the 


$30,000 appropriated in the deficiency bill for the 
same object. There was $30,000 appropriated in 
the deficiency bill which was signed here this week 
by the Speaker, and approved by the President; 
and now here is an appropriat tion of $40,000 in 
this bill for furniture for committee rooms, and 
retiring rooms, &c. [I should prefer to have seen 
all the items together. 

Mr. STANTON. [move to amend by striking 
out $40,000 and inserting $10,000. L take it for 
granted, Mr. Chairman, “that this matter has got 
to be paid. It is said that the debt has been con- 


| tracted; but if there is any sense, or propriety, or 


necessity for keeping the expenses of different fis- 
cal years in separate accounts, and throwing on 
each year the responsibility of its proper expend- 
iture, then itis perfectly clear that this item has 
no place in this bill. Here isa bill for the ex- 
penses of the Government from the first of July 
1858, to the first of July, 1859. In that bill the 
chairman of the Committe ce of Ways and Means 
proposes to interpolate an item for expenditures 
which have been already incurred, and which be- 
long to the fiscal year ending 30th June, 1858; and 
which it was the business of the committee to in- 
corporate in the deficiency bill. Ifa second de- 


| ficiency bill was necessary, it might have been 





introduced; but I do hold thatit is a matter of im- 
portance that each Administration, and each fiscal 
year should be charged with the legitimate and 
proper amount of expenditures made during that 
vear. Congress is responsible, the Administra- 
tion is responsible, and there ought to be a proper 
responsibility for each year. 

‘Therefore | am opposed to it entirely; and I 
insist that the Committee of Ways oad Means 
shall report proper bills making these appropria- 
tions for deficiencies in the expenses of the current 
year. The idea that they may contract a debt, 
incur a liability, and make an expenditure, be- 
cause they do so on credit, and let it go over to 
the ensuing fiscal year as ‘belonging to the ex- 
penses of that fiscal year, is altogether absurd, 
and is a practice which the House ought not to 
tolerate for a single moment. 

Mr. LETCHER. I desire simply to say this: 
The item in the deficiency bill was for articles 
furnished for the committee rooms and for this 
Hall, by the preceding Clerk of the House of 
Representatives, General Cullom. They were 
purchases made by him to be paid for out of the 
year between the Ist of July, 1857, and the 30th 
of June, 1858. Hence it was that they were em- 
braced in a deficiency bill. 

After we came here, the present Clerk was di- 
rected to go on and furnish the committee rooms 
of the House, and to procure articles for other 
portions of this building. In the discharge of that 
duty, he has been receiving furniture for some 
time past, is receiving some now, and will receive 
some for days to come; and having no money on 
| hand, he had, as a matter of course, in the ex- 


| ecution of an orde +r of the House, to make his pur- 


| chases with reference to the appropriation in the 


Fo 


pire 


2 6% Walbes 
- ay ae 


i+ 


. 
"rat 


iy 


4 


2, 





















1964 


lst July next, and terminating the 30.h of June, 
1859. Where else were we to put this item? 
Could we come here and say that it was a defi- 
ciency, when, at the same time the deficiency bill 
was up, not even the amount of the purchase was 
known, when the articles themselves were not 
obtained, nor the prices ascertained? Flow was it 
to be done? When the gentleman undertakes to 
arraign the Committee of Ways and Means on 
this subject, will he be good enough to explain to 
us how the Committee of Ways and Means could 
have a knowledge of the liabilities, when the 
Clerk of the Elouse had not made his purchases 
under the order of the Hlouse? Ilow was it to 
be done? 

Mr. STANTON. I will answer the gentleman. 
I take it for granted that the whole financial pol- 
icy of the Government goes upon the idea that the 
various ofhecers of the Government are to antici- 
pate what will be the necessary expenditures of 
the coming year in the various departments of the 
Government, and they are to make their caleula- 
tions of what their contracts for the coming year 
will be, and to conform their estimates to those 
calculations, and then to regulate their expendi- 
tures accordingly. 

Mr. LETCHER. If that be so, will the gen- 
tleman undertake to tell me how the Clerk of the 
last Congress could know that this [all would be 
oceupied this session, and how the Clerk of the 
Senate could have known that the new Senate Hall 
would not be occupied this session? 

Mr. SrANUTON, I take it for granted he could 
have got the information from the architect. liis 
his business to know when the Hall would be 
read y for occupation. 

Mr. LETCHER. The occupation of the Hall 
depended upon the action of the House alone. ‘The 
Clerk could not move us here, nor could he fur- 
nish the Hall without the order of the House. We 
could not come here until the House resolved to 
come; and when we did resolve to come, great 
doubt was expressed as to the propriety and safety 
of doing so in the unfinished state of the Hail. 

Mr. STANTON. Upon whatanthority did the 
former Clerk, Mr. Cullom, order the furniture for 
this Hall? 

Mr. LETCHER. Upon such authority as 
Captain Meigs furnished. p 

Mr. STANTON. We have been in this Hali 
since December last. Could not the Clerk, before 
the deficiency bill was reported, have made the 
estimates + 

Mr. LETCHER. No, sir, he could not; and 
simply because the Hall is not furnished yet. 
You cannot tell now what is to be procured for the 
purpose of completing the furniture necessary to 
fill up this building. Even now the floors are 
not laid. They are progressing; and because the 
Clerk could pot ascertain that, the gentleman 
arraigns the committee for not knowing what 
God Almighty alone, in his foreknowledge, could 
know. 

Mr. STANTON. How does the Secretary of 
War know what supplies the Army will need for 
the coming year? 

Mr. LE TCHER. For the simple and plain rea- 
son that he knows what number of men consti- 
tute the Army, what number of officers there are, 
what quality and quantity of clothing is required 
for each of them, the number of rations, and all 
the various other articles required. There is a 
fixed number given, upon which to make the cal- 
culation. Butis thereanything fixed here? There 
is nothing of that sort. — 

Mr. STANTON, 1 withdraw my amendment 
if there is ho objection. : 

Mr. JONES, ot Tennessee. I renew the amend- 
ment. I understand my friend trom Virginia to 
say that $39,000 was to pay for furniture pur- 
chased by the late Clerk. The item reads, I be- 
lieve, ** For furniture for Spr aker’s room, com- 
mittee rooms, Cierk’s office, Sergeant-at-Arms’ 
office, retiring room, &c., $30,000.’ Neither the 
Sergeant-at-Arms’ room, nor the retiring room, 
were finished when we moved into this Hall; and 
not fer some time afterwards. [may be mistaken; 
but I have been under the impression that the 
present Clerk had bought the furniture for the 
Speaker's room, the Sergeant-at-Arms’ room,and 
the retiring room. My impression upon another 
point was, that the ditlerent committees, on taking 


} 
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annual appropriation bill for the year commencing +} furnished according to their own notions. There 


ought to be something like a system about it; and 
it would have been better, perhaps, to have had 
a committee, or some person, appointed, to de- 
termine what sort of furniture should be placed 
in those rooms, and in what manner they should 
be fitted up. 

I see in the report of the Jate Clerk as to the 
manner in which the contingent fund of the House 
was disbursed for the last Congress, a charge of 
thirty dollars for a mirror for the room of the 
Committee on Roads and Canals. Who ordered 
it 1 do not know; but | have never heard of a 
meeting of that committee since I have been in 
Congress. 

Mr. LETCHER. The gentleman asks who 
gave the order to furnish the room of the Com- 
mittee on Roads and Canals? If the committee 
have not met, whose faultisit? It strikes me that 
we sent the subject of the Pacific railroad to that 
room to be considered, and we sent the Portland 
and Louisville canal down there atthe same time. 
What the reason is that they have not met to con- 
sider these important questions, and presented 
their action to this House, I do not know. 

Mr. RITCHIE. L wish tosay a word in answer 
tothe remark ofthe gentleman from Tennessee that 
the Committee on Roads and Canals have not met 
since he has beenin Congress. During the Thir- | 
ty-Third Congress, | was a member of that com- 
mittee, and we did meet repeatedly, and had sun- 
dry grave discussions upon important questions 
of internal improvements. If the committee has 
not met since the gentleman has been placed upon 
the committee, it must be from neglect upon his 
own part. [Laughter. ] 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. If they had im- 
poriant discussions, they were confined to the 
committee-room. 

Mr. RITCHIE. No, sir; they were brought 
into this House and passed upon. They reported, 
l recollect, a bill tarning over to Illinois what re- 
mained of the old national road. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
legislation. [Laughter. ] 

Mr. RITCHIE. And other matters of equal 
importance. [Renewed laughter.] 

Mr. LETCHER. If lL understand this matter, 
itis precisely as | have stated it heretofore. The 
furniture for these rooms to which the gentleman 
refers, or a portion of it, was furniture which was 
purchased by the late Clerk of the House; and it 
will be recollected thatthey were to some extent, 
and toaconsiderable extent, furnished at the time 
we came into and oceupied this Hall. The far- 
nishing has been going on since under the direc- 
tion of the present Clerk. 

Now, as to the gentleman’s ideas of uniformity, 
and as to the procurement of the furniture, I know 
nething. Ul know only from what I have heard, 
that the chairmen of the several committees di- 
rected their rooms to be furnished new, according 
to the practice which has prevailed for a long time. 
Whether that isa wise or good system, or whether 
it would be better to abolish it, are questions which 
would more properly arise at some other me, 
than upon a question of performing were al- 
ready made. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I would ask the 
gentleman who ordered the furniture for the room 
of the Committee of Ways and Means, and what 
it will cost? Was it done by the old Cierk or by 
the new one? 

Mr. LETCHER. I imagine it was ordered 
by the chairman of ourcommittee. What it will 
cost [do not know. 1 suppose every chairman 
of a committee has done the same thing. 

Mr. JONES, of Teunessee. I understand there 
is an account for a book-case for that room, cost- 
ing $800. 

“he question was taken on the amendment to 
the amendment, and it was disagreed to. 

The amendment of Mr. J. Guancy Jones was | 
then agreed to. 


Very important 


The Clerk then proceeded with the reading cf |, 


the bill. 
Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. I offer the follow- 


ing amendment: 
At page 9, line one hundred and ninety, strike out the 
words * $750,” and insertin lieu thereof the words “* $350.”’ 
So that the clause will read: 
For contingent expenses of the executive office, includ- 
ing stationery therefor, $359. 


I send up the letter to be read, which will ex- | 


j 
| 


possession of their respective rooms, had them |i plain the amendment. | 


‘| complete the work. 


iI 
} 


|| Hon. J. Guancy Jones, Chairman of the Committee of Ways 
| 





May § 
. 
oe : : Sa aeeecananeconeneereans 
| The letter was read, as follows: 
Executive Mansion, March 2, } 
Dear Sir: [ beg to direct your attention to the ren 
of the annual appropriation for a steward to the Pres 
| House, and the messenger to the executive office, 
By an economical expenditure of the sum appropriat 
last year for the contingent expenses of the executive 
fice, Lhave remaining in the Treasury nearly one hair ,, 
the appropriation, as a balance to be carried over to 1, 
coming year, and this with a small addition of about ti-,, 
hundred dollars, which [ beg you will consider, will sufijcs 
fur the expenses of the office for the coming year. : 
Very respecttully, your most obedient, 
J. BUCHANAN HENRY, 
Private Secretary to the Presideng. 


ident’s 


td 


Hon. J. GLancy Jones, 
Chairman Committee Ways and Means. 
The question was taken, and the amendment 
was agreed to. 
Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. I am instructed by 
the Committee of Ways and Means to offer the 
| following amendment: 
| Atthe end ofline three hundred and ten, strike out “609,» 
| and insert in lieu thercof, ** $1,009,”? so that the clause wij) 
read: for blank-books, binding, stationery, office furniture, 
| carpeting, and miscellaneous expenses, in Which are includ 
ed two daily newspapers, $1,000. 
The original estimate from the Fifth Auditor’s 
office was for $1,000. 
| The Committee of ae and Means struck out 
| $400 of it; but afterwards the Fifth Auditor ad- 
| dressed a letter to the committee, showing the ne- 
| cessity for the original appropriation, in order to 
I send up the letter to be 


| read. 
| The letter is as follows: 


TReasuRY DEPARTMENT, 
| Firru Avpiror’s Orrice, January 27, 1858. 
| Srr: Inthe bill which has been reported by your com- 
mittee, making appropriations for the legislative, executive, 
| and judicial expenses of the Government for the year ending 
| the 30th June, 1859, I perceive that the sum of $600 only is 
put down for the contingent expenses of this office, instead 
of $1,000 asked for. In explanation of the increase over 
the sum which was provided by Congress for the present 
year, | have the honor to state that, under the act of Con 
gress of August 18, 1856, **to regulate the diplomatic and 
consular systenis,’’ the duties of the office have been in 
creased, requiring a larger outlay in books, blanks, station 
ery, &c., Which it is estimated will be covered by the $400 
increase asked for. These books are all of an expensive 
character, requiring printed headings, alphabetical arrange 
ments, andruling. In the organization and perfection of the 
consular system, under the act aforesaid, and the consular 
regulations prescribed by the President, under that act, it is 
already ascertained that the cost of additional books, forms, 
circulars, stationery, desks, &e., for the year ending De- 
cember 31, 1857, have reached the sum of two hundred do! 
| lars, and upwards, and that when the details of this system 
| shall be perfected and matured, it is estimated that all of 
| $200 additional will be required. In my report of the 5th 
| November last, to the Secretary of the Treasury, of the 
operations of the office for the fiscal year ending June 30, 
1857, the increased duties mentioned are noticed by me in 
that report as follows: 

‘*- The further operations of the office under the act have 
been to prepare, under the special directions of the Secre- 
tary of State, the books and forms necessary to the organ- 
ization and perfection of the system prescribed by the Pres 
ident, in accordance with the provisions of the said act. 
Under this system the duties of the office have been in- 
creased, requiring the careful attention of the clerks in car- 
rying out its detail, which may be stated, in part, as follows: 

** First. Registering all fees collected, accounted for, and 
reported by consular officers. 

* Second. Registering all consular receipts and state- 
ments of certified invoices forwarded by the collectors of 
customs to the Seeretary of the Treasury. 

* Third. Registering and arranging the statements of the 
rates at which depreciated currency of the country in which 
the consular officer resides is computed in United States or 
| Spanish doliars, or in silver or gold coins ef other coun- 

tries. 

** Fourth. Registering and arranging the monthly reports 
of the rates of exchange prevailing between the ports or 

| places at which the consular officer is located and London, 
aris, Amsterdam, Hamburg, and New York. 

** Fifth. Preparing statistics of the commercial informa- 
tion in reference not only to the trade of the place of the 
residence of the consular officer, but that of the neighbor- 

| ing country or towns with which it may be connected com- 
| mercially, or through which the merchandise may be ship- 
ped to the United States. 

* Sixth. Preparing statistics of the prices current of the 
staple articles of foreign production exported from the coun- 

| try of their residence to the United States. 

“The detail of this system, it is expected, will be per- 
| fected and matured on or before the termination of the 
quarter ending March 31, 1858; and the results, under the 
respective heads mentioned, will then be furnished when 
called for by the Secretary of the Treasury.”’ 

I have the honor to be, sir, respectfully, vour obedient, 
servant, MURRAY MecCONNEL, -4uditor. 


and Means, Liouse Representatives. 


| The question was takén; and the amendment 


was agreed to. 


| Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. I offer the following 


| amendment: 


| For balance due to Dr. John Evans, United States geoll 
ogist for Washington and Oregon Territories, on fina- 
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